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The Birth of Our Lord article continues on page 14

The Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ
According to the Flesh

The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh took place, 
according to some sources, 5,228 years after Adam, while others 
say 6,000 years, or, according to Eusebius of Caesarea in his 
chronicle, 5,199. Methodius seems to have arrived at the figure 
6,000 by mystical rather than chronological calculation.

In any case, Octavian was the Roman emperor at the time. 
His first given name was 

Octavian: he was called Caesar 
after Julius Caesar whose nephew 
he was, Augustus because he 
augmented the state, Emperor 
to pay honor to his dignity by 
distinguishing him from the 
earlier kings, he being the first to 
bear this title. 

When the Son of God became 
incarnate, the universe enjoyed 
such peace that the emperor of 
the Romans reigned alone and 
peacefully over the whole world. 

It was the Lord’s will that since 
he was coming to give us peace 
in time and in eternity, temporal 
peace should lend luster to the 
time of his birth. In those days 
Caesar Augustus, being master of 
the world, wished to know how 
many provinces, cities, fortresses, villages, and men there were 
in the world. He therefore decreed, as we read in the Scholastic 
History, that all the men in his empire should go to the city from 
which they drew their origin, and pay to the governor of the 
province a silver denarius as a profession of their submission to 
the Roman Empire, since the coin bore Caesar’s name and image. 

This payment was called both profession and enrollment, but for 
different reasons. The word prefession was used because each man, 
when he remitted the head tax (the aforementioned denarius) to 
the provincial governor, placed it on his own head and declared 
aloud and in public that he was a subject of the empire.

Enrollment meant that those who paid the head tax were given 
a number which was recorded in the rolls.

This first enrollment was carried out by Cyrinus the governor 
of Syria. 

It was designated “first” (as we are told in the Scholastic History 
regarding Cyrinus) because Judea is said to be the umbilicus of 
our habitable earth, and therefore the census was initiated there 
and later carried on throughout the surrounding regions and by 
other governors. Or “first” here stands for “universal,” the others 
being local; or perhaps the first enrollment was the head count 
made in the city by the governor, the second counted the cities in a 

Martyrdom of an Archbishop
St. Thomas Becket

St. Thomas Becket’s life serves – even today – as an example to all 
priests, bishops, and the laity about the necessity of defending 
the Church against certain secular rulers and the world, even 
if it means being canceled, forfeiting one’s career, facing 
persecution, and receiving no support from other bishops. 

St. Thomas Becket was born in 1118 in Cheapside, London, 
England. At the age of 21 he worked as an accountant and 
city clerk for three years before meeting Theobald of Bec, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. After entering the service of 
Theobald, Becket was trusted to carry out important business of 
the archbishop and was sent to study canon law in Bologna, Italy 
and Auxerre, France. In 1154, Theobald ordained Thomas Becket 
as Archdeacon of Canterbury (the Medieval equivalent of vicar 
general but held by a deacon rather than a priest). 

Becket’s great service to Theobald prompted the archbishop to 
recommended Becket’s name to King Henry II for the position of 
Lord Chancellor of England, which the king quickly appointed 
to him. 

As Lord Chancellor, Thomas Becket became close friends with 
King Henry, and loyally enforced the king’s policies, even if it 
challenged the claims of the Catholic Church in England. He was 
the king’s right-hand man and demonstrated his brilliance while 
increasing Henry’s wealth and power. 

While in office, Becket raised and led troops in war against 
France, advised the king on political matters, and enforced 
taxes from all landowners in England, even from the Church. 
Thomas Becket was a worldly cleric who neglected his duties as 
archdeacon and chose to pursue a successful political career and 
a life of wealth and luxury. Despite choosing to keep the title of 
archdeacon, Becket consistently disobeyed Archbishop Theobald 
and ignored him even while Theobald was dying

King Henry II suggested that Thomas Becket should be the 
new archbishop because he believed that Becket would put royal 
policy before Church policy, thus putting the Church into Henry’s 
back pocket. Becket warned Henry that if he became Archbishop 
of Canterbury that their friendship would be compromised. 
Henry persisted and Becket reluctantly agreed.

Becket was ordained a priest on June 2, 1162, and then consecrated 
archbishop the following day. After taking the See of Canterbury, 
Becket’s life completely changed, he began to live austerely, 
generously gave alms, and took his archbishopric seriously. God 
made Becket into a different man; he no longer lived for secular 
politics and grew a strong love for God and Holy Mother Church. 

St. Thomas Beckett article continues on page 4

Thomas Becket warned King 
Henry that if he became Archbishop of 

Canterbury that their friendship would 
be compromised.

Statue of the Roman Emperor 
Caesar Augustus (63 BC-14 AD)

Vatican Museum, Rome, Italy
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Dear Bellowing Ox,
I’m so happy you published 

Bishop Hyings article on 
the Holy Eucharist and 
supporting of Archbishop 
Cordileone (July-Aug issue). 
The article supports my 
Catholic upbringing and 
teaching through the years.
Thank you also for the 

article on St. Vincent DePaul. 
I always felt honored to have 
my birthday on his feast day. 
A few years ago (maybe 20) 
I asked a priest why it was 
no longer on the calendar 
and he said “it never was.” 
I wondered if I imagined 
or dreamt it and now at 81 
years I know.
So happy to receive The 

Bellowing Ox.” Continue 
your beautiful work. May 
God continue to Bless you 
with His truth.
God’s love and mine,

Ginny, Hazel Green, WI

To Aquinas Communications,
Your ministry is vitally 

important. Never, I don’t 
believe, has our church 
been in such peril. I truly 
believe that an element of 
evil, extremely powerful, has 
entered it - especially at the 
Vatican level. 
The leadership since Vatican 

II has been weak and lacking 
in strength and purpose.
In the last issue of your 

newsletter (July-Aug issue), 
I found the article by 
Archbishop Cordileone very 
interesting and hopeful. It 
is courageous clergy like 
him that could lead such an 
important lay movement.
Keep up the amazing, faith-

saving work. I will continue 
to be a strong supporter.
In Christ’s Love,

John, Hanover, IL

Hi KCRD Radio Hosts,
I listened to “The Chatter” the other day and you talked about 

getting out and evangelizing to the people about the “Real 
Presence” in the Eucharist and bringing back reverence to the 
Eucharist.

Before waging a battle, an army needs to be prepared and 
trained. How can the faithful in the pews evangelize when we 
receive communion in the hand - not kneeling - singing when 
we should be silent. reflecting, and when Mass is over we have a 
social gab session in the church?

When I was little, my parents and grandmother, and later the 
sisters at school taught me to be quiet - the church is a house of 
prayer. No talking - except to God - until you are out the door.

Every request to kneel at communion is met with a bunch of 
excuses. So what are we to do?

Unless we get back to the old way of church and communion 
behavior - it’s kind of hopeless to talk of the real presence when 
it is treated like a stick of gum, and Mass is like a gossip hour.

The Pope need to bring back the old way (pre Vatican II) - 
THEN go out to the streets evangelizing. Unless we have a major 
miracle, I don’t see that happening.

Oh well, I’ll just keep praying.  Keep up the great work you 
are doing.

Sincerely,      
      Jerry, Hazel Green, WI 

 Dear Aquinas Communications,
Thank you for supporting our canceled priests!

Arlene, Galena, IL

www.hskfhcares.com
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, Asbury, IA.

Dear KCRD Staff,
I first heard of your station from your 
4th of July Air Show sponsorship. I 
travel to Grant County for my job. I am 
very Blessed listening to your station. 
When I am too far away, I listen to the 
app on my phone.
I am an orthodox Catholic and so 
appreciate hearing TRUTH!
Sincerely, 

Mark, Prairie du Chien, WI.

Street
Evangelization

2022 Team Aquinas
By the Numbers

14% increase in subscribers  
 to The Bellowing Ox

50% more Live Rosary Rally  
 cities and attendees

100 additional downloads  
 of the KCRD app

95  Aquinas produced   
 podcasts 

400 Chaplets broadcast

400 Rosaries broadcast

400 Masses broadcast

Thank you SO MUCH! for your article entitled “Halloween: Opening Doors to 
Evil.” (Sept-Nov issue) I shared it with several people who need to know that 
seeking mediums is a sin. - Anonymously Please, Madison, WI

mailto:Newsletter@KCRD-FM.org
http://www.kcrd-fm.org
http://www.KCRD-FM.org
http://www.KCRD-FM.com
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Tensions started to grow between Henry 
and Becket when he resigned from the office 
of Lord Chancellor. Disagreements between 
the old friends continued as Becket always 
took the Church’s side rather than Henry’s 
side when situations arose. The friendship 
of the king and archbishop ended when the 
king called all high-ranking English prelates 
to a council at Clarendon in 1164. 

In retaliation to the strong stances that 
Becket took, Henry demanded that his 
courts hold authority over all English clergy 
accused of a crime. The tradition at the time 
was that priests accused of crimes would 
have a trial before his bishop rather than 
having a trial in the secular courts. King 
Henry continued to demand that bishops 
were forbidden to make appeals to Rome 
and to excommunicate any royal officials; 
and that the king can collect revenue from 
vacant sees and had greater power in the 
elections of bishops. The king convinced all 
the bishops, but Thomas Becket, to sign the 
document. 

Supporters of the king called Becket a 
traitor and demanded that he should be 
arrested. The king summoned Becket to trial 

to answer these allegations, but Becket 
sought the pope’s appeal and fled from 
England. Pope Alexander III received 
him and allowed Becket to continue 
being the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Without any help from his brother 
bishops, Becket lived exiled in France 
under the protection of King Louis VII 
for the next six years. Relations between 
Henry and Becket only grew colder as 
Henry exiled Becket’s supporters and 
continued to weaken the Church in 
England. 

Finally in 1170, Henry’s eldest son, 
was crowned co-king by the archbishop 
of York with the bishops of London and 
Salisbury present at the coronation. This 
was a major violation of the traditional 
privilege of the archbishop of Canterbury 
to crown the English monarchs. 

Becket, along with Pope Alexander 
III, excommunicated the three bishops 
present at the coronation. Fearing that 
the pope would place England under 
interdict, Henry was forced to allow 
Becket to return to Canterbury. It is 
attributed to Henry that he said, “will no 
one rid me of this turbulent priest?” 

Upon hearing the enraged king, four 
of Henry’s knights interpreted it to be an 

order and went forth to Becket in the Cathedral of Canterbury. 
On December 29, 1170, the monks of the cathedral saw 

the knights with swords and armor heading towards the 
cathedral. 

Becket told the monks to not lock the doors because, “It is 
not right to make a fortress out of the house of prayer!” and he 
proceeded to pray vespers. 

The knights forced their way into the cathedral and attempted 
to drag Thomas Becket outside but were unsuccessful. They 
instead started to strike his head with their swords inside the 
cathedral. Thomas Becket kneeled, bowed his head, and said, 
“For the Name of Jesus and the protection of the Church I am 
ready to embrace death.” And he was martyred. 

His example gives hope to all the faithful that even worldly 
clergymen can change and become great saints and defenders 
of the One True Faith. 

St. Thomas Becket, pray for us!
 - Nathan Seutter

Nathan is president of the Society of St. Thomas Becket, 
an organization for Catholic college students.

Additional sources:
www.newadvent.org/cathen/14676a.htm

www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Thomas-Becket
www.thebecketstory.org.uk/pilgrimage/st-thomas-becket

Martyrdom of Thomas Becket, illustration 
from an English psalter, c. 1220; in the British 
Library, London. 

St. Beckett article continued from page 1

December 29th is the feast day for 
St. Thomas Becket of Canterbury.
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Change a Life,
Become a Knight Today!

Call Mark Hoeger: 563-213-0477

The Ember Days are a fruit of the 
Roman calendar we inherited and are 
unique to the Roman Church and, as such, 
to all the West. In the traditional Roman 
Rite, they occur on Wednesdays, Fridays, 

and Saturdays 
during the third 
week of Advent, 
the first week of 
Lent, the octave 
of Pentecost, 
and following 
the Triumph 
of the Cross in 
September. 

There is a rhyme to remember: 
“Fasting days and Emberings be Lent, 
Whitsun, Holyrood, and Lucie.” A 
shorter version is, “Lenty, Penty, Crucy, 
Lucy.” (The Advent Ember days always 
fall after St. Lucy.) You can search online 
for this rhyme. 

These days are marked by fasting and 
abstaining and until the 1960’s there was 
a requirement for Catholics to observe 
these days of penance. Dr. Pius Parsch, 
in his wonderful tome The Church’s Year 
of Grace says, “Lent is our annual retreat, 
while the Ember Days serve as quarterly 
check-ups.” It is a reminder to us of the 
importance of taking a step back and 
giving thanks for what the Lord has given 
us. 

In fact, these days have their origin 
in the Old Testament. St. Leo the Great 
attests that they are of apostolic origin and 
emerged when the early Christians gave 
thanks for the harvests at the different 
times of the year: wheat in the summer, 
grapes in the autumn, and olives in 
December. They were times to consecrate 
to God the seasons of the year.

Why Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday? 
These were the fast days in the ancient 
Roman Church and an echo of Holy Week’s 
days of penance: Spy Wednesday, Good 

The Restoration of Ember Days
A few months ago, Tom Oglesby 

informed me that The Bellowing Ox 
newsletter would start to be published 
quarterly. I wondered why he seemed 
so excited about it. Then he told me that 
he wanted each volume to be released in 
conjunction with the Ember Days and he 
asked me to write an article explaining 
what these days are about and why they 
need to be restored. 

You might be wondering why Tom, or 
anyone, would be excited about the Ember 
Days. You may not even know what they 
are - which is not surprising since they 
disappeared from the life of the Church 
in 1969 with the publication of the Novus 
Ordo Missae and the new liturgical 
calendar.

 However, one would be mistaken to 
think that these special days are simply 
“pre-Vatican II.” The current Ceremonial 
of Bishops, which governs the pontifical 
ceremonies of a bishop in the new Mass, 
states: “…the bishop [should] take great 
care that suitable means are found to 
preserve the liturgy of the Rogation and 
Ember Days and to devote the liturgy 
of these days to the ministry of charity 
(paragraph 383).” 

There is much talk these days in the 
Catholic Church of synodality (with a 
smile I can report that Microsoft Word 
thinks that word is a spelling mistake), and 
with all the verbiage about the importance 
of local churches (i.e. dioceses), it is easy 
for us to forget they we are not Dubuque 
Catholics, or Rockford Catholics, or 
Madison Catholics but rather we are 
Roman Catholics. 

Yes, a few readers of this article might 
be eastern rite Catholics but most of us 
belong to the Roman Church and most 
of our ancestors come from nations that 
were linked to the vast Roman Empire. To 
this day our laws, culture, and even our 
calendar are gifts from the Romans. 

Friday, and Holy Saturday. Ember days were 
also very much connected to ordinations, 
especially the Advent Ember Days. 

Do you fast and do penance for holy 
priests? These observances are needed 
now more than ever. This is why it 
is so important that Ember Days are 
reintroduced in the Roman Church. All of 
us need to increase our penance, especially 
fasting. St. Leo asks in one of his Ember 
Day sermons in the Roman Breviary, 
“What can be more useful than fasting? 
By that exercise we draw near to God, we 
make [a] strong stand against the devil, 
and we overcome the sweet enticements 
of sin. Fasting has ever been the bread of 
strength.”

You might ask, how can the Ember Days 
be restored? First, by individual Catholics 
taking up the ancient and apostolic 
practice. Second, by petitioning your 
bishop, in charity, of the need to restore 
communal days of penance. 

Our liturgical calendar used to be much 
more in touch with the rhythms of nature, 
not because our ancestors worshiped 
nature, as so many do today, but rather 
due to the gifts they saw God imparting to 
us through his creation. 

The crisis in the Church will only 
be resolved through prayer, fasting, 
penance, and works of mercy. All of 
them together, not one or another. 

Please pray for priests these Ember 
Days and please know that everyone at 
the Coalition for Canceled Priests wishes 
you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!        - Fr. John Lovell

Fr. John Lovell was ordained for the Diocese of 
Rockford in 2007 by Bishop Thomas G. Doran. 
In 2012, while Father was studying at the 
Dominican House of Studies, he was removed/
canceled by the new bishop of Rockford, David 
J. Malloy. 

For the last decade, Father Lovell has fought 
for his good name and has helped other priests 
in the same situation. In the spring of 2021, he 
co-founded the Coalition for Canceled Priests. 
www.canceledpriests.org.

  Scott Leibfried

http://www.kc15813.com
http://www.canceledpriests.org
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I am the Immaculate Conception
On December 8, we will be celebrating 

the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
of Mary. 

We ought to always honor Mary as 
the Mother of God for having received 
the singular and exceptional grace to be 
immaculately conceived. While hidden 
within scripture (and not so subtly in 
tradition), the nature of this dogma 
is fitting with Mary’s utmost 
humility. It was a dogma destined 
to be revealed through time. 

Saint Alphonsus Liguori 
relates that at the time just prior 
to the Incarnation, Mary would 
fervently pray with little rest 
through nearly every evening for 
God to send the Messiah…that she 
would be graced to be a handmaid 
of the prophesied Virgin.

As one of the greatest 
theologians, she knew the time 
of the fulfillment of the prophets 
was at hand. Her humility is 
why she was “troubled” and 
“ponders” when the angel greets 
her with “Hail, full of grace” at 
the beginning of Luke’s gospel. 
The greatest creature ever made – 
the Immaculate Conception – did 
not think herself worthy of such a name!

Hidden within scripture itself, in various 
places, the Immaculate Conception is 
revealed. For instance, the verb tense in 
the Bible is kekaritomene. St. Luke uses 
the perfect passive participle, which more 
literally translates as “she who has been 
completed in grace.” In other words, 
Immaculately Conceived! 

There are other scripture passages that 
demonstrate the Immaculate Conception 
in the hidden and humble way of our 
Immaculate Mother, but I’d like to turn to 
why it is simply logical to accept what the 
church has laid down as defined dogma.

First, as in the days of public revelation, 
God confirms the truth of His revelation 
with miracles. Immediately after Blessed 
Pius IX declared the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception, Mary herself 
appeared to St. Bernadette at Lourdes and 
introduced herself as the “Immaculate 
Conception.” Alphonsus Liguori 

Mary is the perfect finite being 
divinized through the Holy Spirit, or a 

“transubstantiated” soul for the “quasi-
incarnation” of the Holy Spirit. That is, 
she is the perfect instantiation of the Holy 
Spirit, so much so that Mary’s and God’s 
will (via the Holy Spirit) become one - 
distinct though they are since Mary has an 
in-existence in the Trinity. In other words, 
Mary achieved sanctity and ultimately 
blessedness in heaven.

Indeed, this is the goal of every saint and 
perfected soul. It is exactly what we strive 
for when we consecrate ourselves to the 
Blessed Virgin. This is merely a theological 
description of heaven. 

In the Father’s divine plan, He hopes 
to divinize us through the created 
Immaculate Conception. St. Louis 
DeMontfort relates in the True Devotion 
to Mary, that she is the “easy way” to our 
sanctity. While sculptors labor on their 
sculptures for decades, Mary is like a mold 
that makes the perfect statues quickly! 

In layman’s terms for the deep 
metaphysics of the Immaculate 
Conception of St. Kolbe, we can say Mary 
is the perfect human being – far surpassing 
all the saints and angels combined. She 
is what we ought to strive to become. 
Through consecration to her, in God’s 
divine providence, we become like unto 
the Immaculate Conception. 

St. Alphonsus Ligouri also gives us the 
following reasons why we should accept 
the Immaculate Conception on purely 
rational grounds:

• It was fitting that Mary be 
Immaculately Conceived as she was 
God the Father’s first-born daughter, 
as Christ was His first-born son.

• It was fitting for the Father to give 
honor to His Son through the 
Immaculate Conception of His 
Mother.

• It was fitting that she be the Immaculate 
Conception for she was destined to 
crush the head of the serpent, and it 
would be remiss if she were first the 

serpent’s slave through original 
sin.
• Mary was destined to become 
the advocate of sinners; therefore 
it was fitting that she be made 
free of sin so that she would not 
appear guilty as an intercessor.
• It is impossible that Jesus would 
choose a slave when He could 
choose a queen. How can we believe 
that the Eternal Word would have a 
mother defiled by sin?
• If Mary had been a sinner, St. 
Alphonsus says Christ would 
have been horrified to take on 
her flesh, it having been at one 
time subject to the devil.

The Holy Spirit, in choosing 
a spouse, would desire that His 
spouse be redeemed in the more 

perfect way, that is, having never been 
stained by original sin.

It is therefore, unfitting, and unbecoming 
of the Holy Trinity to have chosen any less 
perfect of a daughter, mother, and spouse. 
Following St. Maximilian Kolbe’s theology 
on the Immaculate Conception, we can see 
that Mary is the perfect model of sinless 
perfection, and with St. Louis DeMontfort 
we can say she is the “easy path” to sanctity 
through God’s providence. 

The DeMontfort Total Consecration to 
Jesus through Mary  started on November 
5 and will conclude on the Immaculate 
Conception, December 8. If you missed 
the start of this devotion, you can take part 
by downloading the KCRD App which 
is free for Apple and Android phones. 
Please join us in paying devotion to the 
Immaculata and reap the extraordinary 
graces, approaching our own divinization, 
through the Immaculate Conception. Ad 
Jesum per Mariam.

Totus tuus ego sum, et omnia mea tua 
sunt, o virgo super omnia benedicta!

- Brad,  The Elder

The Annunciation, as depicted on the base of the Marian alter at 
Sts. Peter & Paul Church in Petersburg, Iowa.       -photo by Kim Yoko
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We are often hearing from Church 
leaders these days about the need to have 
a Eucharistic revival. Let me tell you, there 
is no need for it. Jesus is alive and well in 
the Holy Eucharist: body, blood, soul and 
divinity. 

“He” doesn’t need revived and He is not 
going anywhere!!

I believe it is our job – the laity, the Church 
Militant - to educate the 60-70+ percent of 
Catholics who no longer believe in the Real 
Presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
of the Eucharist. 

At the Last Supper, on the night He 
was betrayed, our Savior instituted the 
Eucharistic sacrifice of His Body and Blood.

The liturgy of the Eucharist unfolds 
according to the fundamental structure 
which has been preserved throughout the 
centuries, down to our own day. It displays 
two great parts that form a fundamental 
unity. 

- The gathering: the liturgy of the 
Word, with readings, homily and general 
intersessions;

-  The liturgy of the Eucharist: with the 
presentation of the bread and wine; the 
consecratory thanksgiving and communion. 

Together, the liturgy of the Word and the 
liturgy of the Eucharist form “one single act 
of worship.” The Eucharistic table set for us is 
the table both of the Word of God and of the 
Body of Christ the Lord. 

Since, from the beginning, Christians have 
celebrated the Eucharist and in a form whose 
substance has not changed despite the great 
diversity of times and liturgies, it is because 
we have known ourselves to be bound by the 
command the Lord gave us on the eve of His 
passion “Do this in remembrance of me.” 

We carry out this command of the Lord by 
celebrating the memorial of his sacrifice. In 

doing so, we offer to the Father what He has 
Himself given us; the gifts of his creation, 
bread and wine, which by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and by the words of Christ, have 
become the body and blood of Christ. Christ 
is thus really and mysteriously made present. 

The two paragraphs above are what the 
unbelievers need to hear. 

It is not merely a priest calling up to heaven 
to have the bread and wine changed, but the 
Lord who is manifested in the priest through 
ordination, has been given the power of the 
Holy Spirit to transform the bread and wine 
into the Body and Blood of Jesus within the 
confines of the Holy Mass. 

We believe in the power of the Holy Spirit 
to guide us in pouring forth our firm belief 
in Jesus Christ present in the Holy Eucharist 
in Mass and in Eucharistic Adoration at our 
Chapels. He is the One reviving US.  

Please consider taking an hour at the 
Power of Prayer Chapel to deepen your 
relationship with Jesus. He is there waiting 
for you. God bless each of you.  

- Mark Hoeger

Does Jesus Christ Really Need CPR?

I Cor 23-25: For I have received of 
the Lord that which also I delivered 

unto you, that the Lord Jesus, the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took 
bread, And giving thanks, broke and said: 
Take ye and eat: This is my body, which 
shall be delivered for you. This do for the 
commemoration of me. In like manner also 
the chalice, after he had supped, saying: 
This chalice is the new testament in my 
blood. This do ye, as often as you shall 

drink, for the commemoration of me. 

The Quō Vādis Show
A Catholic invitation to follow Jesus Christ as host Katherine O’Brien, MA 
explores how we can learn to follow Him through the lives of Saints. 

Broadcast times:      Sat. 9:am        Sun. 5:pm        Fri. 12:pm
PODCASTS ANYTIME at www.kcrd-fm.org/the-quo-vadis-show

THE CHATTER
Colleen Pasnik, Tom Oglesby and guests discuss current news with a 
Catholic perspective.  
    Broadcast times:      Sat. 1:pm        Sun. 6:pm       Fri. 1:pm

PODCASTS ANYTIME at www.kcrd-fm.org/chatter

Aquinas Podcasts Available on the KCRD App

Total Consecration to 
Jesus through Mary

The next 40-day consecration devotion 
starts on Saturday, December 31, 2022.

It will concludes on the Presentation of 
the Lord, February 2, 2023.

The consecration prayers are divided 
into four sections. 

The prayers will be broadcast FOUR 
times per day on FM 98.3 KCRD at 12:am, 
6:am, 12:pm, and 6:pm.

All prayers can also be found on the 
KCRD app and at www.KCRD-FM.org 
to be followed at your convenience.

In addition, there is also a book available 
to read and follow. Call KCRD at 563-231-
3545 to obtain a copy of the book.

Start the new year right!
Start the next 40-day Total 
Consecration to Jesus on 

December 31st!

Donate your car, boat, or 
extra terrestrial space vehicle 

to FM 98.3 KCRD through 
Vehicles for Charity. 

www.vehiclesforcharity.org/Donate/KCRD.html 

or call 563-231-3545.

mailto:dcrtl@dcrtl.org
http://www.kcrd-fm.org/the-quo-vadis-show
http://www.kcrd-fm.org/chatter
http://www.KCRD-FM.org
http://www.vehiclesforcharity.org/Donate/KCRD.html
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Brigid was born in 451 or 452 in County 
Louth, Ireland to a pagan chieftain named 
Dubtach and a Christian slave woman 
called Brocca. She is also known as Bríd, 
or Bride (both pronounced bred) and 
Mary of Gaels.

Because she lived so long ago, there is 
no reliable account of her life. There are 
numerous records, which do not agree 
in full. Legends abound with tales of her 
holiness and miracles.

She founded the first women’s monastery 
in Cill Dara (now rendered Kildare), the 
“Church of the Oak” near a 
large oak tree in the year 468. 
Oak trees were central to 
druid worship so early Irish 
Christians often used them 
to show the supremacy of 
Christ over the druid gods.

Brigid was veiled as a nun 
by St. Macaaille at Groghan 
and later professed and 
became abbess before St. 
Mel of Ardagh. Her small 
oratory at Kildare became 
the center of religion and 
learning and developed into 
a cathedral city. She founded 
a double monastery there, 
and ruled over both the 
monks and nuns as abbess. 

For centuries, Kildare was ruled by a 
double line of abbot-bishops and abbesses. 
Starting with Brigid, the Abbess of Kildare 
was for centuries the general superior over 
all women’s monasteries in Ireland.

St. Brigid founded a school of art which 
included metalwork and manuscript 
illumination as well as a scriptorium 
where the Scriptures were both copied and 
illuminated. The Book of Kildare has been 
praised for its gorgeous illuminations 

whose harmony of colors is highly praised.
The most famous miracle associated 

with St. Brigid tells of her interaction with 
an Irish Chieftain. She asked him for some 
land so that she could build a monastic 
community. He replied that she could have 
whatever amount of land her cloak could 
cover. Brigid then took the cloak she was 
wearing and cast it on the ground. To the 
amazement of all the onlookers, it covered 
over twelve acres of the Chieftain’s lands! 
Seeing God’s hand upon her, the chieftain 
then gave the land willingly. 

One of the loveliest and 
most gently profound 
legends of Brigid is the 
story of Dara, the blind 
nun, for the restoration of 
whose sight Brigid prayed. 
When the miracle was 
granted, Sr. Dara realized 
that the clarity of physical 
sight blurred God in the eye 
of her soul, whereupon she 
asked Brigid to return her 
to the beauty of darkness 
so she could better focus on 
the Lord.

St. Brigid is patroness 
of Ireland. She died in 525 
leaving a cathedral, several 
monastic communities, 

and a school that became famous all over 
Europe. 

She was buried at the right hand of the 
altar of Kildare Cathedral. Her shrine was 
venerated by pilgrims for centuries. Her 
relics were moved in the late 9th century in 
order to avoid being taken in Scandinavian 
raids. In the 12th century, her relics, along 
with those of St. Patrick and St. Columba, 
were moved to Downpatrick Cathedral. 
Her hand has been preserved at Lumiar 
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near Lisbon, Portugal since 1587 and 
another relic is at St. Martin’s in Cologne, 
Germany.

She was friends with St. Patrick, as 
evidenced by the 9th century manuscript, 
the “Book of Armagh” which includes 
this statement: ‘Between St Patrick and 
Saint Brigid, the pillars of the Irish people, 
there was so great a friendship of charity 
that they had but one heart and one mind. 
Through him and through her Christ 
performed many great works.’ During her 
life, she was in Connacht for some time, 
as is evidenced by both writings and the 
many churches she founded in County 
Roscommon.

There is a Celtic goddess also called 
Brigid with whom St. Brigid is sometimes 
confused. This happened particularly 
during the middle ages.

Brigid’s feast day is observed on 
February 1st from Ireland to the US to 
Australia and New Zealand. She has also 
been celebrated in parts of Scotland and 
England converted by Celtic missionaries. 
The Church of St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, 
London, is dedicated to her.

- Katherine O’Brien, MA
Sources: 
www.newadvent.org/cathen/02784b.htm 
www.ireland-information.com/articles/saint-
brigid.htm 
www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Brig-
it-of-Ireland

“Perhaps you and I have lived too long with this 
miracle to properly be appreciative:

Freedom is a fragile thing and it’s never more than 
one generation away from extinction. It is not ours by 
way of inheritance; it must be fought for and defended 
constantly by each generation, for it comes only once to 
a people. And those in world history who have known 
freedom and then lost it have never known it again.”

    
     -  Ronald Reagan

The Miracles of St. Brigid of IrelandThe Miracles of St. Brigid of Ireland

February 1 is the feast day for 
St. Brigid of Ireland

Call early for pickupCall early for pickup
563-588-2003563-588-2003

Jack’s Jack’s 
Chicken Palace Chicken Palace 

The first Friday of each month is
 Fish & Shrimp night! 

Support Aquinas Communications 
and mention KCRD 

with your order.
Mark your calendar

December 2
January 7
February 1

1170 University Ave, Dubuque

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02784b.htm
http://www.ireland-information.com/articles/saint-brigid.htm
http://www.ireland-information.com/articles/saint-brigid.htm
http://www.ireland-information.com/articles/saint-brigid.htm
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Brig-it-of-Ireland
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Brig-it-of-Ireland
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Brig-it-of-Ireland
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The Kingdom of the Divine WillThe Kingdom of the Divine Will  
And it came to pass, that as he was in a 
certain place praying, when he ceased, 
one of his disciples said to him: Lord, 
teach us to pray, as John also taught his 
disciples. And he said to them: When you 
pray, say: Father, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for 
we also forgive every one that is indebted 
to us. And lead us not into temptation. 

Luke 11:1-4

We all know The Lord’s Prayer. We’ve 
prayed it since childhood, but have we 
really studied it? 

What was Jesus asking his Father? There’s 
one line that most of us just pass over. 

This one line is this – “Your kingdom come.” 
Jesus was asking His Father to let His 

Kingdom come so His Father’s Will would 
be done on the earth just as it’s done in 
heaven. Let’s think about this for a moment. 
This was Our Lord’s prayer request to His 
Father, which he instructed his disciples to 
pray if they wanted to imitate Him. 

Here’s the good news! The greatest prayer 
of all time from Jesus to His Heavenly 
Father is about to be answered! 

This event comes with various names 
– The Era of Peace, The Triumph of the 
Immaculate Heart, The New Pentecost or 
the Eucharistic Reign of Jesus Christ. It’s 
the same time period when the Church will 
be renewed, the earth transformed, and 
everyone will be living with the mind and 
heart of God. Complete peace. Heaven on 
earth. 

The revelation of this good news comes 
from a humble woman Servant of God, 
Luisa Piccarreta (1865 -1947), a mystic 
known under the title of “Little Daughter 
of the Divine Will.” Confined to bed for 64 
years without food or water she recorded in 
notebooks what Jesus revealed to her about 
the coming Kingdom of the Divine Will.  

Jesus revealed to Luisa His human and 
interior activity so that we might know what 
He thought and how He lived so we can 
learn to live our lives in greater imitation of 
Him. In doing that, the soul chooses God’s 
Will over his own, taking the first step 
along the path to living in preparation for 
this Era of Peace. 

Note: All doubts to the authenticity of these 
messages have been refuted. The Vatican 
published the official biography of Luisa in 
2015 with the preface by Cardinal Martins.

- Mary Jane Keppler  

Luisa’s writings include: 
• Her Diary - 36 handwritten volumes 

(some available now, some not) include 
her spiritual autobiography plus her 
conversations with the Lord, having 
as theme the “Divine Will” and how 
It wants to reign among creatures. 

• When the Divine Will Reigns 
in Souls – a selection of passages 
explaining how this will be. 

• The Twenty-Four Hours of the 
Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ – 
hour by hour starting at 5 PM on 
Holy Thursday until 4 PM on Good 
Friday when He’s laid in the tomb, 
Jesus what He was thinking, feeling, 
and praying throughout all that time.  

• The Book of Heaven – Gives insight 
into the life and mission of Luisa 
and contains great spiritual wisdom. 
Each one of us has a special place 
and a mission in the Kingdom of 
the Divine Will which even now is 
beginning to reign in souls.  

• The Virgin Mary in the Kingdom 
of the Divine Will – Lessons by Our 
Lady on her life and how she lived in 
the Divine Will. 

More recent publications explaining The 
Kingdom of the Divine Will include: 
• Book of Glory – Questions and 

Answers about the Third Fiat of 
God – by Thomas M. Fahy

• The Divine Will Prayer Book by The 
House of the Divine Will 

         www.housedivinewill.com

How can we bring about this great day?
Daniel O’Connor, a college professor of 

philosophy and religion who holds a Master 
of Theology degree, and is a Doctoral 
student working on his PhD in Philosophy, 
has become a spokesperson for this message. 

He posted several videos on YouTube 
that explains the revelations given to Luisa 
Piccaretta. Use this title in the search box: 
UNIVERSAL Restoration 2020s; Luisa 
Piccarreta in 9 minutes -The Imminent 
arrival of God’s Kingdom.

Also look up Daniel’s video about 
Luisa Piccarreta with Fr. Mark Goring, an 
excellent resource that will tell you much 
more than what you’ll read about here. 

To see Daniel’s other works or subscribe 
to updates: 

Please see www.DSDOConnor.com or 
follow him on Twitter, @DSDOConnor 

Books by Daniel O’Connor include:
• The Crown of History; The Imminent 

Glorious Era of Universal Peace 
(The Revelations of Jesus on the 
Divine Will to Servant of God Luisa 
Piccarreta)

• The Crown of Sanctity: On the 
Revelations of Jesus to Luisa 
Piccarreta (The Revelations of Jesus 
on the Divine Will to the Servant of 
God Luisa Piccarreta)

• Go to www.DSDOconnor.com for a 
free PDF to download.

• Daniel offers several websites he 
created as well:

 www.PrepareToSeeHim.org
 www.ProclaimTheKingdom.com

Say each day, continually: 
Jesus, I Trust in You. Thy Will be 

done. I give you my will, please give 
me Yours in return. Let Your Kingdom 
come! Let Your Will be done on earth 
as It is in Heaven!   
In conclusion, The Crown of Sanctity 

is the act of Living in the Divine Will. 
It’s a grace. It’s free and easy. Be a good 
Catholic. Pray. Learn more about this by 
doing some research with the references 
listed above as a starting point. Ask God 
for His Will in your life. Let’s hasten this 
coming Kingdom! 

- Mary Jane Keppler

Prayer to obtain the beautification 
of The Servant of God, 

Luisa Piccarreta
Jesus, my God, who does so ardently 
desire that thy divine will be reigning 
on Earth as it is in heaven, humbly I 
beseech Thee to glorify thy humble 
servant Luisa, the little child of the 
divine will, who did so well to glorify 
thee on Earth by her extraordinary 
virtues, by her ardent zeal, by her 
writings and, indeed, by her entire 
life wholly devoted to the salvation 
and sanctification of souls redeemed 
by the most precious blood.  Amen

We’re just a trad family with 8 kids that 
wanted to help other Catholics in the 
counter-revolution by providing quality 
Traditional Catholic flags that follow the 
Church’s dedication to each month.
All flags were designed by our kids with a 
little help from mom and dad.

www.tradflags.com/shop/

http://www.housedivinewill.com
http://www.DSDOConnor.com
http://www.DSDOconnor.com
http://www.PrepareToSeeHim.org
http://www.ProclaimTheKingdom.com
http://www.tradflags.com/shop/
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What is Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration?

It is the adoration of Jesus Christ present in the Holy Eucharist, Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity. 

In places of adoration, the Eucharist is displayed in a special holder called a monstrance, and people 

come to pray and worship Jesus continually... 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

Christ’s great love for us was shown when he was crucified on the cross to pay the penalty for our 

sins and give us eternal life. He loves us without limit and offers Himself to us in the Holy sacrament 

of the Eucharist.

Can we not give Jesus a few minutes of  love and adoration in return?

We spend time with those we LOVE!

The Power of Prayer is located on the campus of St. Anthony Church; if  you are interested in signing 

up for an hour or to sub, please fill out the form below and return to the chapel or contact Melissa at 

563-564-6365 (powerofprayerchapel@outlook.com).

Time spent before the Blessed Sacrament during your journey here on earth will change your life and 

prepare your soul to spend eternity in Heaven glorifying your Creator.

Hours in Need of  a Regular Adorer

Sunday:  3 AM, 4 AM, 9 AM,

Monday:  4 AM, 12 PM, 11 PM

Tuesday:  5 AM, 4 PM, 9 PM

Wednesday: 8 AM, 9 AM, 12 PM, 11 PM

Thursday:  2 AM, 11 AM, 1 PM, 10 PM, 11 PM

Friday:  4 AM, 5 AM, 8 AM, 4 PM, 7 PM, 10 PM, 11 PM

Saturday:  12-1:30 AM (for 2 people), 1 PM, 4 PM, 6 PM, 7 PM, 8 PM

Call or email Melissa with the following information:Call or email Melissa with the following information:

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Phone & Email: ________________________________________________________

Hours Preferred: ______________________________________________________ 11

mailto:powerofprayerchapel@outlook.com
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I go to Mass. I hear the priest talk about 
confession sometimes. I haven’t been to 
confession in years. I wonder what I’m 
supposed to do. How do I know if I have 
sinned? What are the “biggies?” Is there a 
way to determine my sins in an easy way? 
Why are there different terms Penance, 
Confession, and Reconciliation?

Let’s start with the different terms. 
Penance refers to our repentance, sorrow 
and resolution to amend our life with God’s 
help. Confession refers to the act by which 
we tell our sins to the priest. Reconciliation 
refers to the goal of the celebration by 
which the sinner is reconciled to God and 
the Church (see Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, paragraphs 1423-1424).

According to the Catechism (CCC 977) 

when we received Holy Baptism, we are 
cleansed and become reconciled with 
God. However, we must still combat the 
movements of concupiscence (meaning 
a strong desire) that never ceases leading 
us into evil. In this lifelong battle towards 
our inclination to sin, who can be strong 
enough to escape every evil of sin? Our 
Baptism was not enough. This sacrament 
of Confession is necessary for salvation for 
those who have fallen after Baptism. There 
is no offense, however serious, that God 
cannot forgive. 

The apostle John says: “If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.” 1 John 1:8 

This can be something that is very hard 
to grasp, especially when you feel weighed 
down by guilt. But if God has forgiven 
you, then you have every reason to forgive 
yourself too. You have been washed clean. 
Let it go.

“Godly sorrow brings repentance that 
leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but 
worldly sorrow brings death.” 2 Cor 7:10 

Feeling sorry about sin is a great thing 
if it leads to repentance (i.e. turning away 
from sin). That is ‘Godly sorrow.’ 

But feeling sorry for your sins is a bad 
thing if it doesn’t help you to turn your 
life away from sin. This can often happen 
because we don’t really believe that God 
has forgiven us - so we need to keep 
reminding ourselves that He has! 

By the way, if we don’t believe that we 
have been forgiven, this is a sin against the 
Holy Spirit

John wrote “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.”  John 3:16

God’s love for you is so deep that He did 
not spare His own son but sent Him to 
die so you could be forgiven. Jesus says all 
of heaven rejoices when even one person 
turns back to God. Luke 15:1-10

Some question the need to confess to a 
priest. This was instituted by Jesus Himself. 

“Jesus said to His Apostles again, 
‘Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.’ And when he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, ‘Receive the holy Spirit. Whose 
sins you forgive are forgiven them, and 
whose sins you retain are retained.’” John 
20:21-23 

Priests have been ordained similarly 
throughout the centuries and is therefore 
“in persona Christi,” a Latin phrase 
meaning “in the person of Christ.” 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
paragraph 1445 puts it succinctly: 
“Reconciliation with the Church is 
inseparable from reconciliation with God.”

An easy way to prepare yourself for 
confession is to examine your conscience. 
There are many ways to do this - 
suggestions can be found in numerous 
books, pamphlets, and Catholic websites.
Search: “how to prepare for confession”. 

Also, it is permissible to write your sins 
down and read them off to your priest. 
You can even give them to the priest if you 
are going face to face.

- Elizabeth Weber & Colleen Pasnik

Note: An Examination of Conscience is 
on the next page, page 13.

Why do I need to go to 
confession?  

It is highly 
recommended that 
the confessor and the 
priest NEVER take a 
cell phone into the 
confessional. 
As we are all aware, 
most phones are 
always “listening.” 

Council #15813
St. Columbkille - David J Ochs

www.kc15813.org

JOIN TODAY

Call NOW to schedule your 
one-on-one consultation 

with Jesus Christ!  
You will be forever blessed.

563-564-6365
contact@powerofprayerdbq.comcontact@powerofprayerdbq.com

1860 St. Ambrose St. 
Dubuque 52001

http://www.kc15813.org
mailto:contact@powerofprayerdbq.com
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Ensure Year-Round Comfort 
with Molo’s Maintenance Plan
TWO Multi-Point HVAC System Tune-Ups a Year

Spring (Air Conditioning) & Fall (Furnace)

10% OFF Parts & Labor
365 Days 24/7

ZERO Overtime Charges
on Emergency Calls

PRIORITY Scheduling 
on All Service Requests

123 Southern Ave., Dubuque, IA 52003 
(563) 557-8755 | molocompanies.com
heating@molocompanies.com

$10 OFF
your new or renewal 

Molo Maintenance Plan
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One method to conduct a self-
examination of conscience is to utilize the 
Ten Commandments as a guide.

1) I am the Lord thy God; thou shalt 
not have strange Gods before me.

The first commandment forbids the 
worship of false gods, belief in fortune 
tellers or astrology. We sin against the 
first commandment by putting anyone or 
anything in God’s place, such as money, 
sports, TV, humans, food, material goods, 
Internet, radio, sex, alcohol, drugs. By 
failing to show respect for persons, 
places and things related especially to 
God, by atheism, heresy and schism, and 
by missing Mass on Sundays and Holy 
Days of Obligation. This, too, involves 
neglecting to learn the truths about God, 
leaving God’s Catholic Church, (when 
we have believed it is completely faithful 
in teaching God’s truths to show all men 
God’s salvation). We show great honor 
to God’s name by invoking Him with 
reverence in our prayers and worship.

2) Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain.

The second commandment forbids all 
false, rash, unjust and unnecessary oaths 
(Free Masonry for example), blasphemy, 
cursing and profane words (e.g. cussing, 
damning God’s holy name).

3) Remember, thou keep holy the 
Sabbath.

The third commandment obliges us to 
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation, forbids all unnecessary servile 
work on Sunday. By resting from our usual 
work, we find it easier to join with family 
members and other Christians in making 
Sunday a day of celebration.

4) Honor thy Father and Mother.
The fourth commandment forbids all 

disobedience, contempt and stubbornness 
towards our parents or lawful superiors, 
(e.g. talking back to parents and teachers, 
being disobedient to all authority unless 
sin is involved). We show our love for 
our neighbor when we obey all lawful 
authority whether it be at home, in civil 
society, or in the church. Even authority of 
civil government comes from God. St. Paul 
wrote: “Let every soul be subject to higher 
powers, for there is no power but from 
God. And those that are, are ordained by 
God. (Romans 13: 1-2).

5) Thou shalt not kill.
The fifth commandment forbids all 

willful murder, fighting, anger, hatred, 
revenge, bad example, abortion and 

unlawful birth control. Christ came to 
give us life, not take it. All followers of 
Christ should oppose whatever tends 
to destroy or abuse human life: murder, 
suicide, abortion, mercy killing, drug 
abuse, drunkenness, fighting, and anger. 
“Whoever hates his brother is a murderer.” 
(1 John 3:15)

6) Thou shalt not commit adultery.
7) Thou shalt not steal.
It is sinful to be selfishly apathetic 

towards others in need, to violate the 
rights of others, to steal, to deliberately 
damage others good name or property, to 
cheat, to not pay one’s debt, or to unjustly 
discriminate another.

8) Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbor.

The eighth commandment forbids 
all rash judgment, back-biting, slander, 
gossip and lies. Exaggerating about 
another’s faults, telling tales about them 
or damaging a person’s reputation is all a 
sin against the eighth commandment. “To 
speak evil of no man, not to be litigious, 
but gentle: showing all mildness towards 
all men.) (Titus 3: 1-2)

9) Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s 
wife.

The sixth and the ninth commandments 
forbid unchaste thoughts or desires on 
another’s husband or wife; all impurity 
and immodesty in words, looks, thoughts, 
entertainment, actions, the clothes you 
wear. The use of the sexual faculty is 
a right and privilege of those validly 
married. Therefore, adultery, fornication 
(sex before marriage), masturbation, 
pornography, indecent entertainment, 

acts of impurity and a fully deliberate 
desire to commit these acts is all seriously 
wrong and a sin against the sixth and 
ninth commandment. “But I say to you, 
that whoever shall look on a woman to lust 
after her has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart.” (Matthew 5: 27-28)

10) Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s 
goods.

The tenth commandment forbids all 
desires to take or keep wrongfully what 
belongs to another. All of the goods of this 
world come from the good God. He has put 
more than enough of them at the disposal 
of men. The material goods that God gives 
us are not for ourselves alone. He gave 
them to be shared with the less fortunate, 
especially those in desperate need. Other 
sins against the tenth commandment are 
- fraud, damaging property of another, 
not paying debt, not making an effort to 
find the owner of a material you found, 
depriving a laborer of just wage, wasting 
time and money, depriving the family the 
money needed by wasting it on gambling, 
drinking and all kinds of foolish needs.

The Seven Capital Sins
More ways to think about your sins 

while preparing.  Pride, covetousness, 
lust, anger, gluttony, envy, and sloth.

All priests will assist you in your 
confession if it’s been a long time.  You can 
do this!  You’ll feel better, physically and 
mentally!  Prepare and go!  Be at Peace!
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region and was made by Caesar’s legate, and 
the third accounted for the regions and was 
made in the presence of Caesar.

Joseph, being of the house and family 
of David, went up from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem to be enrolled. The time was 
approaching for Mary to be delivered, 
and Joseph took her with him. Not 
knowing how long he would be away, 
and unwilling to leave this treasure that 
God had entrusted to him in the care of 
strangers, he preferred to guard her with 
his own vigilant attention. 

As they drew near to Bethlehem (as 
Brother Bartholomew, drawing upon the 
Book of the Infancy of the Savior, testifies 
in his compilation), the Virgin saw part of 
the populace rejoicing and part lamenting. 
An angel explained this to her, saying: 
“Those who rejoice are the people of the 
Gentiles, who in the seed of Abraham will 
receive eternal blessing. Those who grieve 
are the Jewish people, rejected by God in 
accordance with their deserts.”

So Joseph and Mary came to Bethlehem. 
They were poor and could find no lodging in 
the inns, which already were full of people 
who had come for the same purpose; so 
they had to take shelter in a public passage. 

This passage, according to the Scholastic 
History, was located between two houses. 
It provided some overhead covering and 
served as a meeting place for townspeople 
who came there to talk or eat together in 
their free time, or when the weather was 
bad. Perhaps Joseph set up a manger for his 
ox and his ass, or, as some think, peasants 
coming in to market were used to tying up 
their animals there and the crib was ready 
to hand. 

In that place, at midnight, the eve of 

Sunday, the blessed Virgin gave birth 
to her Son and laid him on hay in the 
manger. This hay, which the ox and the 
ass abstained from eating, was brought to 
Rome by Saint Helena, as we learn from 
the Scholastic History.

The birth of Christ was miraculous as 
regards the mother, the child born of her, 
and the mode of the birth.

As regards the mother, she was a virgin 
both before and after giving birth, and the 
fact that she remained a virgin is assured 
by five proofs. 

The first is from the prophet Isaiah, who 
in his seventh chapter says: “Behold, a virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and his name 
shall be called Emmanuel.” The second 
is by way of figure: it was prefigured both 
by Aaron’s rod, which blossomed without 
any human care, and by Ezechiel’s gate, 
which always remained closed. The third is 
Joseph’s guardianship: he watched over her 
and so was a witness to her virginity. 

There is a fourth proof, for Bartholomew 
(apparently borrowing from the Book of 
the Infancy of the Savior) has it that when 
the hour had come for Mary to be delivered, 
Joseph called two midwives, the one 
being called Zebel and the other Salome - 
not that he doubted that the Virgin would 

bring forth the 
Son of God, 
but that he was 
following the 
custom of the 
country. When 
Zebel, probing 
and realizing 
that Mary 
was a virgin, 
cried out that 
a virgin had 
given birth. 
Salome did 
not believe it 
and tried to 
find out for 
herself, but her 

hand instantly withered; then an angel 
appeared and told her to touch the child, 
and she was cured immediately. 

The fifth proof is a miraculous event. 
As Pope Innocent III testifies, during the 
twelve years when Rome enjoyed peace, the 
Romans built a Temple of Peace and placed 
a statue of Romulus in it. Apollo was asked 
how long the temple would stand, and the 
answer was that it would be until a virgin 
bore a child. 

Hearing this, the people said that the 

The Birth of Our Lord article from page 1 temple was eternal, for they thought it 
impossible that such a thing could happen; 
and an inscription, TEMPLUM PACIS 
AETERNUM, was carved over the doors. 
But in the very night when Mary bore 
Christ, the temple crumbled to the ground, 
and on its site the church of Santa Maria 
Nuova stands today.

The birth of the Lord was no less 
miraculous as regards the Child himself. 
As Bernard says, in one and the same 
person the eternal, the ancient, and the new 
wondrously came together: the eternal, 
namely, the Godhead, the ancient, namely, 
the flesh descended from Adam, and the 
new, since a new soul was created. 

Moreover, as the same author says, God 
wrought three mixtures or three works, so 
marvelously singular that such things had 
not been done before nor would be done 
ever again. For God and man, a mother 
and a virgin, faith and the human heart, 
were conjoined. 

The first is indeed a marvel, because God 
and the slime of the earth, majesty and 
infirmity, such great degrees of baseness 
and sublimity were joined; for nothing is 
more sublime than God and nothing more 
base than mud. 

The second conjunction is just as 
miraculous. From the beginning of the 
world it was unheard-of that there was a 
virgin who became a mother or a mother 
who remained a virgin. 

The third wonder is inferior to the other 
two but great nonetheless: the marvel is that 
the human heart could believe that God 
became man and the virgin who bore him 
was still a virgin. So far Bernard.

The mode of the birth also was 
miraculous. It was above nature, by the 
fact that a virgin conceived; above reason 
in that God was begotten; above the human 
condition, in that the birth was painless; 
and above what is customary, since the 
conception was by the Holy Spirit, for the 
Virgin begot her Son not from human seed 
but from a mystic breath. 

Indeed the Holy Spirit took the most pure 
and most chaste blood of the Virgin and 
out of it formed that body. So it is that God 
showed a fourth wondrous way of making 
man. 

Anselm says: “God can make man in 
four ways, namely, without a man or a 
woman (as he made Adam), from a man 
without a woman (as he made Eve), from 
a man and a woman (the usual way), and 
from a woman without a man (as was 
done miraculously today).”

Image from the Church of the Shepherd’s Field (Bethlehem)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=doId13vcyxM
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The birth of 
the Lord was 
made known in 
a multiplicity of 
ways. To begin 
with, it was 
made manifest 
through every 
level or class 
of creatures. 
There are the 
creatures which 
have existence 
only, such as 
things that are 
simply material 
or corporeal, like 
stones; others 
have existence 
and life, like 
plants and trees; others have existence, life, and 
sensation, namely, the animals; still others, in 
addition to the above endowments, have reason, 
as human beings do; and finally some creatures 
have understanding, or knowledge, and these 
are the angels.

Through all these creatures the birth of 
Christ is today made known. Of those that 
are purely corporeal there are three kinds, 
the opaque, the transparent or pervious, 
and the lucid, or luminous. 

Opaque creatures manifested the Nativity, 
for example by the destruction of the temple 
in Rome, as above described, and also by 
the collapse of other statues that fell in a 
great many other places. 

For instance, we read in the Scholastic 
History that the prophet Jeremiah, going 
down to Egypt after the death of Godolias, 
indicated to the Egyptian kings that their 
idols would fall to pieces when a virgin 
bore a son. For that reason the priests of 
the idols made a statue of a virgin holding 
a male child in her lap, set it up in a secret 
place in the temple, and there worshiped it.

When King Ptolemy asked them the 
meaning of this, they told him that it was 
a mystery handed down by the fathers, 
who had received it from a holy man, a 
prophet, and they believed that what was 
foretold would really happen.

Now regarding transparent or pervious 
corporeal beings: in the night of the Lord’s 
birth the darkness of night was turned 
into the brightness of day. In Rome it 
also happened (as attested by Orosius 
and Pope Innocent III) that a fountain 
of water turned to oil and burst into the 
Tiber, spreading very widely all that day; 
and the Sibyl had foretold that when a 

fountain of oil sprang up, a Savior would 
be born.

Then there are the luminous corporeal 
creatures, such as the supercelestial: these 
too revealed the Nativity. For on that very 
day, according to what the ancients relate 
and Chrysostom affirms, the Magi were 
praying on a mountain  top and a star 
appeared above them. This star had the 
shape of a most beautiful boy over whose 
head a cross shone brilliantly. He spoke to 
the Magi and told them to make their way 
to Judea, where they would find a newborn 
child. 

That same day three suns appeared in 
the East and gradually melded into one 
solar body. This signified that knowledge 
of the one and triune God was about to 
be given to the world, or that he in whom 
soul, flesh, and divinity were united had 
now been born. 

In the Scholastic History, however, it is 
said that the three suns appeared not on the 
day of the Nativity but some time earlier: 
Eusebius in his chronicle puts it after 
the death of Julius Caesar. The emperor 
Octavian (as Pope Innocent says) had 
brought the whole world under Roman 
rule, and the Senate was so well pleased 
that they wished to worship him as a god. 
The prudent emperor, however, knowing 
full well that he was mortal, refused to 
usurp the title of immortality. The senators 
insisted that he summon the sibylline 
prophetess and find out, through her 
oracles, whether someone greater than he 
was to be born in the world. 

When, therefore, on the day of Christ’s 
birth, the council was convoked to study 
this matter and the Sibyl, alone in a room 

with the emperor, consulted her oracles, at 
midday a golden circle appeared around the 
sun, and in the middle of the circle a most 
beautiful virgin holding a child in her lap. 

The Sibyl showed this to Caesar, and 
while the emperor marveled at the vision, 
he heard a voice saying to him: “This is 
the altar of Heaven.” The Sibyl then told 
him: “This child is greater than you, and 
it is he that you must worship.” That same 
room was dedicated to the honor of Holy 
Mary and to this day is called Santa Maria 
Ara Coeli.

The emperor, understanding that the 
child he had seen was greater than he, 
offered incense to him and refused to be 
called God. 

With reference to this Orosius says: “In 
Octavian’s day, about the third hour, in the 
limpid, pure, serene sky, a circle that looked 
like a rainbow surrounded the orb of the 
sun, as if to show that One was to come who 
alone had made the sun and the whole world 
and ruled it.” So far Orosius. Eutropius gives 
a similar account of the event. 

And Timotheus the historian reports 
that he had learned from ancient Roman 
histories that in the thirty-fifth year of his 
reign Octavian went up the Capitoline hill 
and anxiously asked the gods who would 
succeed him as ruler of the empire. He then 
heard a voice telling him that an ethereal 
child, begotten in eternity of the living 
God, was presently to be born of a virgin 
undefiled, the God-man without stain. 
Having heard this, he erected an altar on 
which he inscribed the title: THIS IS THE 
ALTAR OF THE SON OF THE LIVING 
GOD.

Christ’s birth was manifested also by 
creatures having existence and life, like 
plants and trees. Thus, on the night of the 
Christ’s birth, the vineyards of Engedi, 
which produce balsam, bloomed and 
bore fruit from which balsam flowed.

Living and sentient creatures gave their 
own testimony. Setting out for Bethlehem 
with Mary, who was with child, Joseph took 
along an ox (perhaps to sell it for money 
to pay the head tax and buy food and the 
like) and an ass, no doubt for Mary to 
ride on. The ox and the ass, miraculously 
recognizing the Lord, went to their knees 
and worshiped him.

Humankind, the creatures possessed of 
reason and discernment, were represented 
by the shepherds. 
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At the hour of the Nativity they 
were watching over their flock, as was 
customary twice a year on the longest and 
shortest nights. It was the custom among 
the Gentiles to observe these nocturnal 
vigils at each solstice, namely, the summer 
one around the feast of John the Baptist 
and the winter one close to Christmas, by 
way of veneration of the sun; and the Jews 
may have borrowed the practice from the 
neighboring peoples. 

So the angel of the Lord appeared to 
the shepherds, announced the birth of the 
Savior, and told them how they could find 
him, whereupon a host of angels sang: 
“Glory to God in the highest and peace to 
men of good will.” The shepherds went and 
found everything just as the angel had told 
them.

We have noted that this manifestation 
came also through Caesar Augustus, who 
then decreed that no one should dare to call 
him God, as Orosius testified. 

In some chronicle we also read that as the 
day of the Lord’s birth drew near, Octavian 
built public roads throughout his empire 
and remitted all the Romans’ debts. And 
even the sodomites gave witness by being 
exterminated wherever they were in the 
world on that night, as Jerome says: “A 
light rose over them so bright that all 
who practiced this vice were wiped out; 
and Christ did this in order that no such 
uncleanness might be found in the nature 
he had assumed.” 

For, as Augustine says, God, seeing that 
a vice contrary to nature was rife in human 
nature, hesitated to become incarnate.

Lastly, the creatures possessing 
existence, life, discernment, and 
understanding showed forth the birth of 
the Lord, when the angels announced it to 
the shepherds, as noted above.

We may also consider that the 
manifestation of Christ’s birth was useful 
to us in several ways. Firstly, it served to 

confound the demons, for they 
could no longer overpower us 
as they had before. We read that 
Saint Hugh, abbot of Cluny, on 
the night of the Nativity had 
a vision of the Blessed Virgin 
holding her Son in her arms and 
saying: ‘’The day is come when 
the oracles of the prophets are 
fulfilled. Where now is the 
Enemy who until now prevailed 
over men?”

At the sound of her voice the 
devil came up through the floor 

to taunt the Virgin; but iniquity gave the lie 
to itself, because while he prowled around 
the monks’ quarters, their devoutness drove 
him from the oratory, their pious readings 
from the refectory, their scant bedding 
from the dormitory, their patience from the 
chapter house. 

Furthermore we read in a book by Peter 
of Cluny that the night before the birth 
of the Lord the Blessed Virgin appeared 
to Saint Hugh, abbot of Cluny, holding 
her Son in her lap and playing with him, 
and the Child said: “You know, Mother, 
that the Church celebrates my birthday 
with great praise, feasting, and dancing. 
And where now is the power of the devil? 
What can he do now? What can he say?” 

Then the devil was seen to rise out of 
the ground, as it were, and say: “Even if l 
cannot enter the church where your praises 
are chanted, I shall get into the chapter 
house, the dormitory, the refectory!” 

But when he tried to do this, he found 
the chapter house door too narrow for 
his gross girth, the door of the dormitory 
too low for his height, and the door of the 
refectory fastened with bars and bolts, 
these being the charity of those who served 
there, their eagerness to hear the readings, 
and the sparseness of the food and drink 
consumed there. So, confounded, he 
vanished.

Secondly, Christ’s birth is useful to us 
in obtaining pardon for sin. We read in 
a certain book of examples that a fallen 
woman, finally repenting of her sins, 
despaired of pardon. Thinking of the Last 
Judgment she considered herself worthy 
of hell; turning her mind to heaven she 
thought of herself as unclean; dwell ing on 
the Lord’s passion, she knew she had been 
ungrateful. But then she thought to herself 
that children are more ready to be kind, so 
she appealed to Christ in the name of his 
childhood, and a voice told her that she 
had won forgiveness.

Thirdly, the Nativity benefits us by 
curing our infirmities. Bernard says about 
this benefit: “The human race labored 
under a threefold malady, beginning, 
middle, and end. Man’s birth was unclean, 
his life perverse, his death perilous. Christ 
came and brought a threefold remedy: his 
birth cleansed ours, his life put order in 
ours, his death destroyed ours.” Thus far 
Bernard.

Lastly, the Lord’s birth serves us by 
humbling our pride. So Augustine says 
that the humility of the Son of God, which 
he demonstrated in his incarnation, was 
for us “an example, a sacrament, and a 
medicine. A most fitting example it was 
for man’s imitation, a high sacrament by 
which we were delivered from the bonds 
of sin, and a most powerful medicine, 
which heals the tumor of our pride.” So far 
Augustine. 

For the pride of the first man was cured 
by the humility of Christ. Note how 
exactly the Savior’s humility corresponds 
to the pride of the betrayer. The first 
man’s pride was against God; it went as 
high as God and even above God. It was 
against God because it was contrary to the 
commandment by which he forbade eating 
from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. It reached God’s height because 
Adam aspired to divinity, believing what 
the devil had said: “You will be like gods.” 

It was above God, as Anselm says, 
because it willed what God willed that 
man should not will. Thus Adam placed 
his own will above the will of God. But 
God’s Son, according to John of Damascus, 
humbled himself for the sake of mankind, 
not against us: his humility reached man’s 
level and above man.

It was for men’s sake because it was for 
their welfare and salvation; it reached 
men’s level because the mode of birth 
was similar, and it was above them by 
the dissimilarity of the birth. In one way 
Christ’s birth was like our own, namely, 
that he was born of a woman and came 
forth through the same portal, but in 
another way it was unlike ours, because 
he was conceived by the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary.
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donating stock or Mutual Funds.
“The reality is,” stresses Thoms, “this is 

not just for the super wealthy.”
The tax savings might not be as great if 

you have $100,000 to $200,000 in income, 
but anyone who is actually paying taxes 
can benefit from this strategy.

Retirees donating stock or mutual funds 
take advantage of tax benefits and keep 
cash on hand.  

You might have larger investment 
portfolios and qualified retirement plans 
and less disposable income — cash is 
precious for you, so you might consider 
giving away some of the portfolio wealth 
without it impacting your lifestyle.  The 
donations of qualified retirement plan 
assets have special rules around them.  
If you need any assistance in reviewing 
whether this is beneficial to you please 
contact us at Aquinas Communications 
and we can discuss with your financial 
advisor or tax advisor.

A good rule of thumb is to donate at 
least $1,000 in stock for it to be worth the 
processing and administrative hoops that 
we will assist you with.

As you consider your year-end gifts to 
Aquinas Communications it is important 
to note that you will want to start this 
soon to avoid any year end delays that may 
happen with brokers having to process 
these transfers.  You won’t want any risk 
of missing out on tax benefits due to your 
transfer being completed after Dec. 31

- Team Aquinas
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Donations of Stock to Aquinas CommunicationsDonations of Stock to Aquinas Communications  
a Perfect “Stocking” Stuffera Perfect “Stocking” Stuffer

Put away your checkbook and open 
up your brokerage account to maximize 
the impact of your charitable donations. 
Donating stock or Mutual Funds is an 
underutilized practice. 

The truth is that donating stocks 
offers benefits for both you a charity like  
Aquinas Communications. Here’s some 
information regarding these donations.

Why Donate Stock to Charity?
If you’ve got an investment portfolio 

with gains from the past couple of years, 
a stock donation may help you donate 
much more efficiently. This is especially 
true if you’re planning to sell off shares to 
fund your donation.

Here’s why: When you sell shares of 
stock that have appreciated in value over 
time, the gain is subject to capital gains 
tax rates. The amount you owe depends on 
whether you’ve owned the shares for more 
than one year or less than one year and 
also on your total annual income. State 
income taxes and additional surtaxes can 
further reduce the amount you’re hoping 
to donate.

Jon F. Thoms, CPA, a Partner of Honkamp, 
P.C explains. “By the time you sell the stock 
and pay the taxes, you could be losing 
approximately 25% to 35% of the value.”

Meanwhile, if you donate the stock 
directly to Aquinas Communications, 
a tax-exempt non-profit, any amount 

associated with the sale of the securities 
that would have gone to the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) or the State 
Department of Revenue is avoided.

Here’s the other benefit: If you itemize, 
you’ll get a tax deduction for the full fair 
market value of the stock at the time 
of the transfer. The tax deduction limit 
for gifting stock to a public charity is up 
to 30% of your adjusted gross income,
though you can carry any excess over for 
up to five years.

The Standard Deduction
and Charitable Giving

When you’re planning out your 
donations for the year, you’ll want to 

keep in mind that the 
standard deduction 
for 2022 is $12,950 for 
single filers and $25,900 
for married couples 
filing jointly. If your 
total tax deductions for 
the year are lower than 
these amounts, your tax 

bill won’t benefit from donating stock to 
charity unless you plan to group multiple 
contributions into one year. 

These rules can be complicated so please 
seek the counsel of a qualified professional 
who can advise you of the tax implications.

Who Should Donate 
Stock/Mutual Funds

Anyone with stock that has appreciated 
in value that they’ve held longer than one 
year should consider stock donations. The 
tax benefits, however, depend on your 
annual income.

“The higher your income, the greater 
the tax benefit,” says Thoms.

But earning a moderate income 
shouldn’t necessarily deter you from 

When you sell stock and pay the taxes, 
you can lose 25-35% of the value. When you 
donate the stock to a tax-exempt non-profit, 

you do not pay the taxes and can often 
itemize the full value of the stock.
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Dominions
$1,200 annual gift / $100 month

Receive a complimentary 1/2 General 
Admission Table Sponsorship 
to either the Spring or Autumn 
Aquinas Speaker Series event.

Powers               
$500 annual gift / $42 month 

Receive TWO complimentary 
General Admission Tickets for 
either the Spring or Autumn 
Speaker Series event.

Join our Choir of Angels Join our Choir of Angels 

Seraphim    
$10,000 annual gift / $834 month

Receive two complimentary 
PREMIUM Table Sponsorships: 
one for both the Spring and 
Autumn Aquinas Speaker 
Series events. 

Aquinas Advent Pledge Drive!
become an Angelic member of the Aquinas Communications’
St. Thomas Aquinas Recurring Gift Society. 

Virtues
$800 annual gift / $67 month   

Receive TWO complimentary 
PREMIUM Admission Tickets 
for either the Spring or Autumn 
Speaker Series event.

Principalities
$365 annual gift 

$1 day, $30.50 month
Receive a Wi-fi 

Internet RADIO!!!!

Archangels       
$240 annual gift,

$20 month

Receive a premium gift.

Angels
You are an Angel for  

Aquinas Communincations 
and FM 98.3 KCRD when you 

pray a rosary daily for us.

All gifts are tax deductible as provided by law. Aquinas Communications, Inc. is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) business, 46-4382718.

Members of The St. Thomas Recurring Gift Society 
are a blessing to Aquinas Communications. They 
provide a stable source of income that allows us to 
reduce the time and effort dedicated to fundraising 
so that we can focus on our mission of education 
and evangelization to win souls for Jesus Christ and 
His Church!

Three easy ways to join 
The St. Thomas Recurring Gift Society:

1. Go to: https://donate.kcrd-fm.org
2. Complete the form on page 19, mail in the enclosed envelope.
3. Call us at 563-231-3545, leave a message at the beep. 
We will return your call.

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR CONSIDERING THIS IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITY TO HELP US!THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR CONSIDERING THIS IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITY TO HELP US!

Cherubim
$5,000 annual gift / $417 month

Receive one complimentary 
PREMIUM Table Sponsorship 
for either the Spring or 
Autumn Aquinas Speaker 
Series event. 

Thrones       
$3,600 annual gift / $300 month   

Receive a complimentary 1/2 
PREMIUM Table Sponsorship 
for either the Spring or 
Autumn Aquinas Speaker 
Series event. 

18

https://donate.kcrd-fm.org


Premium Gift for $1/Day is a WiFi Internet Radio. Listen to KCRD on WiFi for just $365.

B) Join the St. Thomas Aquinas Recurring Gift Society
    Members of The St. Thomas Recurring Gift Society are a blessing to Aquinas Communications. They provide 
a stable source of income that allows us to reduce the time and effort dedicated to fundraising so that we can  
focus on our mission of education and evangelization to win souls for Jesus Christ and His Church!
       

                                 Monthly         Quarterly         Annually   in the amount of   $ _____________

STEP      MY INFORMATIONSTEP      MY INFORMATION11

Title(s) ____/_____  First name ___________ Last name _________________ Spouse ______________

Address _________________________ City ________________ State ______ Zip _______________

Email _____________________________ Phone # _________________ Parish _________________

STEP      MY PRAYERS FOR THE AQUINAS COMMUNICATIONS APOSTOLATESTEP      MY PRAYERS FOR THE AQUINAS COMMUNICATIONS APOSTOLATE22

Please accept my donation of:

A) One time gift of        $5,000         $2,500       $1,000       $365 (dollar a day)       $250       $100         Other _____

 A gift of stock or other investment: _______________________________________________

STEP      MY PAYMENT INFORMATIONSTEP      MY PAYMENT INFORMATION44
       Enclosed is my check payable to AQUINAS COMMUNICATIONS   Check #                                                    

       Bank Account Direct Debit Bank Name: ___________________ Routing # ___________________ 

Account # _______________________________   Signature ________________________________

       Please charge my Credit / Debit Card:               American Express        Discover         Mastercard          Visa

Credit Card #  ___________________ Expiration Date __________  CVV / Authorization #  ________

Name on card _____________________________   Signature __________________________    V11-I1

All gifts are tax deductible as provided by law. 
Aquinas Communications, Inc. is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) business, 46-4382718.

STEP      MY DONATION FOR PRESERVING THE CATHOLIC FAITHSTEP      MY DONATION FOR PRESERVING THE CATHOLIC FAITH33

      I will Pray a Rosary                 I will Pray a Holy Hour               I will Pray a Mass IntentionI will Pray a Rosary                 I will Pray a Holy Hour               I will Pray a Mass Intention

Advent Pledge drive 
Support Aquinas Communications and our mission:

Our mission is to educate people on the Truth of Jesus Christ; to be loyal to the Catholic Our mission is to educate people on the Truth of Jesus Christ; to be loyal to the Catholic Church’s  Magisterial 
Authority, to The Catholic Church’s Sacred Tradition, and to Holy Scripture.

Please consider a recurring monthly gift.  Complete this form or go to www.KCRD-FM.org

Three creative methods to support the Aquinas Team

1. Donate stock shares!

See article on page 17.

Call 563-231-3545 for 
more information.

3. Cover the cost of 
The Bellowing Ox!

Donate $40 to cover 
the cost for your 

annual subscription.
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2. Name “Aquinas 
Communications” as 

your life insurance 
beneficiary.

Call 563-231-3545 for 
more information.

http://www.KCRD-FM.org
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There is a movement to 
promote “recomposting” humans 
after death, but this process 
inherently devalues the human 
person by actively choosing 
to break down the difference 

between a person and a thing. 
- Dr. John M. Grondelski

As Catholics reflect during the month 
of the Holy Souls on the meaning of 
death, they might also focus on new 
paths in the “American way of death.” 
California Governor Gavin Newsom 
signed legislation September 18 making 
“recomposting” an approved method for 
disposing of human corpses in the Golden 
State. The bill was sponsored by Southern 
California Assemblywoman Cristina 
Garcia. The bill was opposed by the 
California Catholic Conference, though 
one would be hard-pressed to find its 
statement or the reasons for its opposition 
on its website.

“Recomposting,” currently legal 
in Colorado, Oregon, Vermont, and 
Washington, involves storing a dead 
body in a heated container with 
biodegradable materials, including 
wood chips and alfalfa. 

After about 45 days, the resultant fluid 
and mass can be used as “nutrient-dense 
soil…[that] can then be returned to 
families or donated to conservation land,” 
proclaims a Los Angeles Times writer.

Garcia’s office crowed that every human 
body that is recomposted would save one 
metric ton of carbon; if all Californians 
opted for recomposting over cremation, 
“the state would see 2.5 million fewer 
metric tons of carbon within a decade; 
that’s the equivalent of energy output 
required to power 225,000 homes for a 
year.”

Why should we oppose human 
“recomposting”? Because it inherently 
devalues the human person by human 
beings actively choosing to break down 
the difference between a person and a 
thing.

The human body, even after death, 
is sacramental. Every human person—
Christian or not—is made in the image 
and likeness of God (Genesis 1:27). 
Interestingly, the Bible itself connects the 
“image and likeness of God” with God’s 
creation of sexual differentiation, clearly 
a bodily-grounded distinction. The Bible 
treats man as qualitatively distinct from 

the rest of creation. Whereas God 

simply “said” whatever else He wanted to 
create, the decision to create man is clearly 
framed as a deliberated decision.

Created in God’s image and likeness, 
man is further distinguished from the rest 
of creation by explicit divine statement: 
man is given “dominion over the fish of the 
sea and the birds of the air and over every 
living creature that moves on the ground” 
(Genesis 1:28). Man is further explicitly 
given “every green plant for food” (1:30).

Mankind’s Judeo-Christian Genesis 
heritage absolutely distinguishes man 
from the rest of the created world. Man, as 
Vatican II puts it (and Pope St. John Paul 
II was constantly wont to repeat), is “the 
only creature God wanted for himself ” 
[Gaudium et spes, no. 24); that is, he 
wanted us 
for his own 
sake, without 
a utilitarian 
or ulterior 
motive. Man’s 
relat ionship 
is to God; his 
relat ionship 
to God also 
means he 
gives voice, as 
God’s steward, 
to the rest of 
creation put in 
his service and 
subordinate to 
him.

Although he is a physical creature, made 
“from the dust of the ground” (Genesis 
2:7), he was, and even after death remains, 
dust in which had dwelt the breath of God.

For these reasons, “recomposting” 
fundamentally disregards this 
distinctiveness of man. It reduces him 
to soil. It in fact concludes that his dead 
body has no inherent value. It is merely 
a problem: a putrefying piece of meat 
which must in some way be disposed of to 
prevent disease.

This inherently valueless biological 
mass can further negatively affect the 
environment by taking up soil space 
(burial) or contributing a further post-
mortem carbon footprint through 
incineration (cremation). The one useful 
value that can be extracted from this rotting 
mass is to repurpose it as “nutrient-dense 
soil” through technological processing. 
And please note that it is technological 
processing: it is a humanly-driven process 

in a controlled environment intended to 
accelerate decomposition.

The Judeo-Christian perspective 
sees man as soil raised up to a greater, 
personalized value. The “recomposting” 
perspective sees man as raised up by 
being turned back into soil. Judaism and 
Christianity still see value in what had 
been a man; recomposting sees value in 
what will be topsoil.

Assemblywoman Garcia and votaries 
of “recomposting” cast the issue in terms 
of “expanding choice” for Californians. 
And a certain kind of “liberal democracy” 
perspective will claim society must be 
agnostic about such value questions.

I dissent: society cannot be “agnostic” 
about such questions without practically 
answering them negatively. You cannot 
say “everybody can choose” what the value 

of a human body means without implicitly 
saying there is no value there except the 
one you assign it. It’s the same shell game 
we played for 50 years with Roe v. Wade: 
states had an “interest” in “potential life,” 
but that “potential life” never managed to 
trump a concrete “choice” against it.

Apart from stripping the human 
body of meaning, “recomposting” also 
drives another nail in the coffin of our 
Judeo-Christian Genesis heritage. That 
heritage is already under assault (e.g., 
the idea that “man and woman” are just 
“sexual” attributes that have metastasized 
into a discriminatory “gender binary” 
that undermines mentally constructed 
“human identities”; or that “being fruitful 
and multiplying,” far from being God’s 
first blessing on the newly-created man 
and woman, was a pre-lapsarian curse 
inflicted by nature and nature’s God from 
which humans were only saved circa 1960 
by John Rock and his blessed “Pill”).

The Grave Evil of “Recomposting”The Grave Evil of “Recomposting”

20



Premium Gift for $1/Day is a WiFi Internet Radio. Listen to KCRD on WiFi for just $365.

As documented in St. Faustina’s Diary, 
Jesus told her, “I want to give Myself to 
souls and to fill them with My love…”

He also told her to turn her misery to 
prayers for others. “The graces I grant 
you are not for you alone, but for a great 
number of other souls as well…And 
your heart is My constant dwelling place, 
despite the misery that you are.” 

Placing your misery in the 
background and praying for others 
actually is comforting because there 
are many people around us suffering. 
You rise above yourself for others.

Also, be grateful. St Faustina wrote, 
“Thank You, O God, for all the graces, 
which unceasingly You lavish on me…
The work of sheer merciful love.” (1286) 

Gratitude is soothing to the soul. 
God in His goodness, always showers us 
with His love, especially in our sadness, 
our crosses. We thank God for all the 
blessings He continuously bestows on us. 

“I thank you, Lord with all my heart…I 
praise your name for your fidelity and 
love.” Psalm 138:1.

When in desolation, cling to Jesus, 
pray for others, and be full of gratitude.

Jeremiah prayed deeply, “Let my 
eyes stream with tears day and night, 
without rest, over the great destruction 
which overwhelms the virgin daughter 
of my people, over her incurable wound.” 
Jeremiah 14: 17. 

“Lord, my God, I call out by day; at night 
I cry aloud in your presence.” Psalm 88:2

            - The Daughter of Divine Mercy
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Have you experienced your heart 
crying? 

Perhaps a loved one died, or someone 
you know is sick, or there is a broken 
relationship, or a family member left the 
Church… 

Your heart cries deeply, oh so deeply. 
You question if God hears the tears of 
the heart.  

How do we rise above our distress? 
First, turn 
to Jesus, 
always Jesus.  
“Come to 
me, all you 
who labor 
and are 
b u r d e n e d , 
and I will 
give you 
rest.  Take 
my yoke 
upon you 
and learn 
from me, for 
I am meek 
and humble 
of heart; and 
you will find 

rest for yourselves, for my yoke is easy, 
and my burden light.” Matthew 11:28-
30.  

Jesus is forever with us, even in our 
trials, sadness, and overwhelming 
situations. Cling to Him.

Divine Mercy HealsDivine Mercy Heals

Regarding human bodies as so much 
raw matter for potting soil is the next 
step in that escape from Genesis flight. 
“Image and likeness” and “circle of life” 
cannot coexist.

Let’s ask some practical questions. 
Does society really have no interest in the 
dignity of human remains so that a corpse 
disposal method is designed to produce a 
product, (i.e., “nutrient-rich soil”)? Even 
cremation (which I blame for opening 
the door to this denigration of the body, 
but that’s another article) does not aim at 
repurposing the body.

Cremation’s advocates, overdosing on 
too many Hollywood films, may scatter 
ashes on beaches, fields, rivers, and the 
Grand Canyon, but even that action 
somehow pretends to express giving “rest” 
to the deceased. “Recomposting” imagines 
the deceased needs no rest: he’s just aiming 
to be tomorrow’s salad.

And what, in fact, are we saying when 
we turn Uncle Joe into top soil? Years 
ago, people rebelled against eating crops 
produced from genetically-modified 
seed, to the point where various 
jurisdictions either banned the practice 
or at least demanded clear labeling. But 
Assemblywoman Garcia extols the value 
of “recomposting” as generating “nutrient-
rich soil” that, if Uncle Joe’s relatives don’t 
want to use in the flower bed, can be 
“donated to conservation land.”

I am not being flip: this is a parody 
of Communion—“take and eat” Uncle 
Joe because he’s now part of “the circle 
of life.” Proponents of euthanasia insist 
we must be able to kill people (or at least 
turn off their food and fluids) because 
it offends “human dignity” when they 
become “vegetables.” Many of these same 
folks now apparently think that becoming 
a vegetable is now the true Omega Point of 
human existence.

Now, I don’t deny that, over the eons, 
what was once human has returned to 
our soil. But note: over the eons, by a 
natural process. 

“Recomposting” collapses those eons 
into a month-and-a-half through a 
deliberate processing method whose 
intended product is that soil. There is 
still a distinction between what happens 
naturally and what man on his own 
initiative brings about.

I have not even entered into the 
distinctively Christian reasons why 
“recomposting” would be objectionable, 
and I recognize that there are some 
Catholics — including, apparently, 

bishops — who may not agree. All I can 
say is that they are wrong, blinded by 
their ecological fantasies to ignore the 
warped philosophical and theological 
anthropologies they presuppose.

Christians should find “recomposting” 
objectionable because it turns the 
sacramental of the Christian body—which 
had been a “temple of the Holy Spirit” (1 
Corinthians 6:19) that was incorporated 
into Christ’s Death through Baptism, 
signed with His Spirit in Confirmation, 
and which ate the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ—into a product, a thing.

Let me add that, while “recomposting” 
advocates (and their more radical allies 
pushing “alkaline hydrolysis”) now talk 
about “choice,” when will the “choice” be 
compulsion? 

In the name of public health, Gavin 
Newsom imposed on Californians some 
of the most stringent Covid restrictions 
of any state. In the name of the “climate 

catastrophe,” when will “choice” shift to 
“choice with the government’s finger on 
the scale” to “required?”

After all, if we have to power all those 
electric cars California’s grid currently 
can’t support, and with impending 
ecological Armageddon, then do we have 
the “luxury” of diverting all that energy 
that can be powering 225,000 homes (and 
relieving the grid) to cremation? Covid 
governmental overreach should suggest 
such slippery slopes are not just fantasy.

- Dr. John M. Grondelski

John M. Grondelski (Ph.D., Fordham) is a 
former associate dean of the School of Theology, 

Seton Hall University, South Orange, NJ. 
All views expressed herein are his own.

This article was originally published 
November 2, 2022 in Crisis Magazine 
©2022 Crisis Magazine

www.crisismagazine.com/opinion/the-grave-
evil-of-recomposting 
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Results from The Bellowing Ox Surveys
The following results are from NEW 
responses provided by readers of The 
Bellowing Ox since the last issue was 
printed. 

How many of your family 
members have left the Catholic 
Church?

 † Siblings: 3 bothers, 1 sister and their 
children and grandchildren

 † 1 sister is still faithful. 1 sister “for 
show” once in a while.

Have those who left the Catholic 
Church joined other churches 
or stopped going to church all 
together?

 † All left altogether except 1 brother 
goes to a cowboy church.

 
What do you think are the 
PRIMARY barriers to bringing 
“Catholics” back to practicing the 
faith? 

 † Irreverence in church – Vatican 2
 
What do you think is the best 
method to reach out to “re-
evangelize” the lost sheep?

 † Return to Latin Mass pre-Vatican 2.

Why do so few Catholics believe 
in the Real Presence of the 
Eucharist? 

 † Their faith has steadily eroded 
over the past 55 years. The Church 
desperately needs a Council of Trent 
kind of reformation!

 † There is an excellent YouTube 
available that gives scientific proof 
that a consecrated host became bread. 
Priests – please announce this from 
the alter. 

Why do so few Catholics attend 
Mass regularly or at all? 

 † Until there are new reformed leaders 
the flock will continue losing its way 
and seeking other ways to achieve 
God’s love.

 † We teach a 4th grade religion class 
and their parents are supposed to be 
involved. Parents are NOT involved, 
don’t attend Mass and need their own 
lessons in the faith.

How can we increase weekly 
attendance to Mass?

 † Vatican II was a huge mistake. I 
believe it allowed the devil to infiltrate 
and exert control of the Vatican.
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The third Monday 
of the month is

Papa Murphy’s pizza night. 
Support Aquinas Communications 

and mention KCRD 
with your order.

Mark your calendar
December 19

January 16
February 21

1555 John F Kennedy Road
Dubuque, IA 52002
(563) 582-1234

 † Give good homilies. Our parish 
priests are afraid of being canceled 
and will not talk about what is 
happening within the Catholic church. 

What are the 3-5 items that 
occur at Mass that you believe 
contribute to its reverence: 

 † The opening procession which 
includes the Holy Word of God raised 
up above all our heads. 

 † The celebrant when he kisses the altar. 
 † The reverent reading of the Word of God. 
 † The bells ringing at the 

transubstantiation.
 † The Eucharist

What are the 3-5 items that occur 
at Mass that you believe detract 
from its reverence: 

 † Sorry to say, but poorly done music 
can be a huge detraction of reverence. 

 † People talking before/during Mass.
 † Applause for a nice performance.
 † Music “performed” in front of church.

Please list what you think are the 
top issues that need attention by 
the Roman Catholic Church?

 † Canceled Priests Addressed. 
 † Homosexuality of the priesthood that 

is still looming

SIGN UP FOR YOUR 
ADORATION HOUR!

Name:  _______________________
Address: ______________________
Phone: _______________________
Email: ________________________

 
Unscheduled Adoration 

Vistors ALWAYS Welcome
 

The Power of Prayer Chapel 
1860 St. Ambrose Street

Dubuque, IA 52001
Call Melissa at 563-564-6365

St. Joseph’s Chapel
170 Montgomery Avenue
East Dubuque, IL 61025

Call Kathy at 563-580-1334

Your time in adoration will be 
forever remembered in heaven.

When was the last 
time you visited 

www.KCRD-FM.org?
• Listen to Live programs

• Links to Daily Masses, 

Prayers, Devotionals

• All issues of The 

Bellowing Ox + live links

• Past event recordings

• Photos of past events

• Broadcasts / podcasts

• DONATE ONLINE!

http://www.KCRD-FM.org?


Premium Gift for $1/Day is a WiFi Internet Radio. Listen to KCRD on WiFi for just $365.

KCRD Special!  WiFi 3 Internet Radio 
with Skytune and Bluetooth Receiver 

Listen to Thousands of Radio Stations from Around 
the World With Clear Reception! 
More than 25,000+ internet radio stations categorized 
by Location, Genre and Most Popular. Discover radio 
shows you love. Thousands of free rock, jazz, news 
and talk shows to choose from! All you need is an 
internet connection. Add your own favorite stations 
by submitting a valid URL to Skytune. 

SPECS: 
• Bluetooth receiving included so that you can send audio

from a smartphone or tablet to the CC WiFi 3 Internet Radio.
A 5dBi long-range external antenna is included for long distance Wi-Fi reception
within your home.

• Great Audio With Full Voice Clarity - Includes a line-out which can be used for remarkable results
with an amplified speaker system or any AM, FM stereo receiver for superior audio. An adjustable
equalizer (Line Out and Headphone) for advance users centered at 105, 300, 850, 2400 and 6800 Hz
plus an adjustable 3D setting for depth. Settings can be adjusted to your ear.

• Great Bedside Radio - It's small and easy to use. Comes with a clock, dual alarm, sleep timer
(15, 30, 45, 60, 120, 150, and 180 minutes) and stereo headphone jack. The included large
sized remote control gives you quick access to preset stations. Presets: first 10 presets
using the remote buttons, 100+ in sequence list.

• Additional Features - Adjustable Backlight, 5-volt AC adapter and USB to radio power cord
included.

Weight: 1 lbs. 2.6 oz. Size: 6.5" W x 3.9" H x 3.9" D. 2 Year limited warranty. U.S. based tech support.

Your Internet Radio FREE with a 
$1/day donation to Aquinas Communications!
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BRING A ROSARY RALLY TO 
YOUR CITY

Call KCRD at 563-231-3545 or  
Email us at Evangelization@kcrd-fm.org
December 3 (First Saturday)
11:00 am
St. Matthias Church
411 4th Avenue NW
Cascade, IA

Listen to FM 98.3 KCRD for 
more details on future dates.

Sign-up to receive 
announcements from the 

E-Bellowing Ox.

St. Paul Street 
Evangelization
Team Aquinas 

ROSARY RALLIES
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Out of the DepthsOut of the Depths

is the Aquinas Tip Jaris the Aquinas Tip Jar
The Roundup App is  your  virtual tip-jar for The Roundup App is  your  virtual tip-jar for 
every day purchases made with your cerdit every day purchases made with your cerdit 

or debit cards.  Download the Roundup or debit cards.  Download the Roundup 
App and donate  your loose change  App and donate  your loose change  

directly to Aquinas Communications!directly to Aquinas Communications!
1. Download Free Mobile App
2. Choose Aquinas Communications as your 
nonprofit to   support.
3. Connect your credit or debit cards.
4. Use cards like normal. The app will 
automatically track purchases made with 
your linked   account.
5. Donate! At the end of each month, your 
“RoundUps” are totaled and the sum is 
donated.
6. For additional information, visit 
roundup.app/p/aquinascommunications

Save the Date!!
Wednesday, June 19, 2023

5th Anniversary Celebration 
Cedar Ridge Winery 

Swisher, IA
with guest speakers 

Fr. Joseph and Fr. Patrick 
from EWTN.

Good morning Lord,
As I start my day, I begin by offering You 

myself, with my hope, that I will surrender 
myself completely and perfectly follow 
Your will today. 

I know that’s a long shot, yet it is a worthy 
goal and deserves my best effort. After all, 
that is Your Plan of Salvation. And Paul 
shared that vision with the Ephesians;

“Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavens, as he chose us in him, before the 
foundation of the world, to be holy and 
without blemish before him. In love he 
destined us for adoption to himself through 
Jesus Christ, in accord with the favor of his 
will, for the praise of the glory of his grace 
that he granted us in the beloved.” Ephesians 
1:3-6

I know one day I will die and face You, 
my Creator. The Judge of all the earth, and 
I will be held to account. And, as much as 
I’d like, You will not overlook my sin. But I 
trust in Your compassion. 

It’s kind of a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of You, the Living God. But I have a 
choice now to exercise my will and a real 
chance at eternal life with You. 

Yes, there is only true hope, peace and 
everlasting by trusting in You Jesus Christ. 

During Your Bread of Life Discourse 
You laid it on the line; “It is the spirit that 
gives life, the flesh is of no avail; the words 

that I have spoken to you are spirit and 
life. But there are some of you that do not 
believe.” 

For Jesus knew from the first who those 
were that did not believe, and who it was 
that should betray him. And he said:

“This is why I told you that no one can 
come to me unless it is granted him by the 
Father.” 

After this many of his disciples drew 
back and no longer went with him. Jesus 
said to the twelve, “Will you also go away?” 

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words 
of eternal life; and we have believed, and 
have come to know, that you are the Holy 
One of God.” (John 6: 63-69).
Yes, I believe! Amen!

- The Etruscan
What is the Winter Solstice?

  Winter solstice 2022 occurs on 
Wednesday, December 21, 2022 at 4:48 
p.m. EST for the Northern Hemisphere. 
For this reason, it is also known as the 
December solstice. 
The term “solstice” comes from the 

Latin words sol (Sun) and sistere (to 
stand still) because, during the solstice, 
the angle between the Sun’s rays and the 
plane of the Earth’s equator (called dec-
lination) appears to stand still.
Upon the winter solstice, the Sun ap-

pears at its lowest in the sky, and its 
noontime elevation seems to stay the 
same for several days before and after 
this day. The Sun’s gradual decrease in 
the sky reverses upon the winter sol-
stice, marking what many cultures be-
lieve to be a “rebirth” of the Sun as the 
hours of daylight become longer.

Sign up to receive Sign up to receive 
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CALL 563-231-3545 CALL 563-231-3545 

Info@KCRD-FM.orgInfo@KCRD-FM.org
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Fr. Gerald 
Murray and 
co-author Diane 
Montagna have 
recently released 
their book 
“Calming the 
Storm: Navigating 
the Crisis Facing 
the Catholic 
Church and 
Society”

For those who are not familiar 
with Fr. Murray, he was ordained in 
1984 and has served as an associate in 
Hispanic Churches in the South Bronx 
and North Manhattan and is currently   
Pastor of Holy Spirit in the Archdiocese 
of New York. He was assigned to study 
Canon Law in Rome from 1993-1997 and 
subsequently returned to New York. 

He was invited by EWTN to be a 
commentator for the papal conclave 
which elected Pope Francis. Fr. Murray 
and Robert Royal are are also frequent 
guests on Raymond Arroyo’s The World 
Over as The Papal Posse, which can be 
heard on the KCRD App and airs on FM 
98.3 KCRD on Thursdays at 7:pm and 
Saturdays at 5:pm.

Today, the Catholic Church is dealing 
with many complex problems that often 
leave the faithful confused about the 
authentic interpretation of Catholic  
teaching.  

In this book the authors conduct a wide-
ranging and trenchant review examining 
the root causes and potential solutions 
to the many challenges the Church faces 
today.

Many well known persons have 
endorsed Fr. Murray’s book; among 
them, Raymond Cardinal Burke, 
Gerhard Cardinal Muller, Robert 
Cardinal Sarah, Bishop Athanasius 
Schneider, Fr. John Zuhlsdorf, and Scott 
Hahn.

Cardinal Schneider remarks “With 
precision and candor, Fr. Gerald Murray 
lays bare the challenges facing the Church 
at this turning point in her history. He 
faces into the storm with bold Christian 
confidence knowing that our Lord will 
never permit His beleaguered vessel to be 
overthrown and He invites and inspires 
the same confidence in us.” 

- John Muenster

From the Bookshelf:From the Bookshelf:
  Calming the StormCalming the Storm

Fr. Who? 
Join us February 23

Team Aquinas
Evangelization Conference - 2023

Featuring both
Terry Barber & 
Jesse Romaro

from the
Terry & Jesse Show

Airing Live on KCRD
2:00 pm Monday - Friday

Save the Date
Wednesday March 15

The Grand River Center
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When the name of Venerable Fr. Sam 
Mazzuchelli, OP is mentioned, few 
recognize his name or know of him. 

But, this son from Milan, Italy was the 
16th of 17 children. He left Italy as a young 
Dominican and worked tirelessly to 
spread the gospel in the Iowa, Wisconsin 
and Illinois regions.

He was originally assigned to the Diocese 
of Cincinnati and was was ordained by 
Bishop Fenwick. He was a contemporary 
of ‘snowshoe priest’ Bishop Baraga in 
Northern Michigan, and worked with 
Bishop Loras, the first Bishop of Dubuque. 

He founded about 30 parishes and 
constructed approximately 20 church 
structures in three states. 

The footprint of parishes this pioneer 
missionary founded and churches he 
erected include the Cathedral of St. 
Raphael in Dubuque - the first Catholic 
Church in Iowa, as well as St Michael’s 
in Galena and St. Gabriel’s in Prairie du 
Chien. In 1847 he founded the Sinsinawa 
Dominican Sisters.

Irish immigrants who could not pronounce 
his name fondly called him “Fr. Matthew 
Kelly”. He founded Santa Clara School Female 

Academy, now Dominican University. 
When he died of pneumonia at age 

57 on February 23, 1864 he was found 
to be wearing a penance chain that had 
incorporated itself into his flesh. 

He was declared Venerable by Pope John 
Paul the Great in 1993. A reported cure of 
a cancerous lung tumor after a pilgrim’s 
prayer of intercession while holding the 
penance chain is being evaluated which 
could lead to his beatification. 

For several years people have gathered 
at his gravesite behind St. Patrick Church 
in Benton WI to pray the rosary. 

We invite you to dress warmly and 
brave the weather on Thursday, February 
23rd to join us for 9:am Mass, the rosary 
at Fr. Sam’s grave and lunch immediately 
following. 

For more information and the events of the 
day please email us at FrSammazz@gmail.com.

- Dr. Robert Tiballi

mailto:FrSammazz@gmail.com
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Aquinas Communications
Evangelization Conference

Fall  2023

   Dr. Ray Guarendi 
  November TBA

  The Grand River Center - Ballroom

Our Lady of Good Success Productions 
Specializing in Event Planning

Helping Catholic radio stations with 
* Pledge drives  * Communications  * Marketing

* Underwriting     * Website creation
* Mail/Email campaigns     * Programming

             563-599-2159
https://ourladygsp.com/
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Fr. Bill Casey didn’t mince his words at 
the Aquinas Communications’ Autumn 
Dinner Fundraiser in October. In fact, he 
took his time helping the audience follow 
the trail of Church teaching that was laid 
out and illustrated in condensed form 
throughout 2020.

Regardless of an individual’s belief of 
the postulated plans, plots, or conspiracy 
theories regarding Covid-19 and the 
lock-down of society, the forced use of 
untested “vaccines” and, most disturbingly, 
the forced closure of worship and access to 
the Holy Eucharist, Fr. Casey illustrated the 
results should have served as a “wake-up” 
call.

He believes that God allowed this to 
happen as a illustration of how the material 
pleasures of the world are fleeting and the 
relevance of a bank account meaningless. 
Hopefully it has shaken us up, removing 
any doubt that we should turn to God and 
appreciate His gifts in our lives: family, 
freedom, our material blessings.

It is time to turn to God now. Go back to 
the Sacraments, namely Confession and the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Do it now! We all 
know the end is coming at some time. It may 
be sooner than we know.

Before Fr. Casey took the stage to 
inspire the attendees with his keynote 
address, we were blessed to welcome 
Keith Nester. 

If you listen to FM 98.3 KCRD on a 
daily basis you know Keith Nester and 
the Rosary Crew which airs at 11:am 
Monday through Friday and Live on 
YouTube everyday at 5:pm. Of course, 
if your have the app, you can join the 
Rosary Crew whenever you want!

Before and during the dinner at the 
Grand River Center, we were blessed 
with hymns and music by the Miller 
Singers (sisters Samantha, Olivia, 
Seraphia, Cecilia, and Mariana).

If you missed our event, you can listen 
by going to the KCRD website:

www.kcrd-fm.org/2022-autumn-evangeli-
zation-conference  

All event photos 
contributed by 
Chuck Olson.

Donate $365 just $1 a day! 
Receive a PREMIUM Gift! 

See page 23.

Save the Date  -  March 25, 2023
2023 Archdiocese of Dubuque 

Men’s Conference 
Mt. Mercy University in Cedar Rapids 

Keynote speaker is Dr. Edward Sri 

He is a theologian, author, and well-known 
speaker who presents to tens of thousands of 
people around the world each year. He is also an 
expert on the Blessed Virgin Mary.

www.archmensconference.org

https://ourladygsp.com/
http://www.kcrd-fm.org/2022-autumn-evangeli-zation-conference
http://www.kcrd-fm.org/2022-autumn-evangeli-zation-conference
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Scott Leibfried
StackStone Wealth

6601 Boulder Brook Ct. 
Dubuque, IA 52003

563 556 7132

Environmental Manage-
ment Services of Iowa, Inc.

EMSI, 5170 Wolf Rd, 
Dubuque

563-583-0808
markEMSI@aol.com

Skip Breitbach Feeds
Urban chicken supplies

Balltown, Iowa
563-552-2393

FREE deliver to 
Dubuque

BEHR’s Funeral Home
1491 Main Street

Dubuque
563-582-3297

www.behrfuneralhome.com

Klauer Manufacturing
1185 Roosevelt Ext. - 

Dubuque
563-582-7201

www.Klauer.com

Molo Plumbing & Heating
123 Southern Ave
Dubuque, 52003

563-557-8755
www.molocompanies.com

Power of Prayer 
Adoration Chapel 

563-564-6365
contact@contact@

powerofprayerdbq.powerofprayerdbq.comcom
1860 St. Ambrose St. - Dubuque

 Dubuque 52001

St. Joseph Guardian of 
the Redeemer 

Perpetual Adoration 
Chapel, East Dubuque

adoration@stmaryedbq.org
call Kathy 563-580-1334

Gilloon, Wright & Hamel, P.C.
Attorneys at Law

770 Main St., 
Dubuque

563-556-6433
www.dbqlaw.com

The determination of the need for 
legal services and the choice of a 
lawyer are extremely important 

decisions and should not be based 
solely upon advertisements or 

self-proclaimed expertise. 
This disclosure is required by the 

rule of the Supreme Court of Iowa. 27

From A Dumb(er) Ox
For anyone who may not know, when 

St. Thomas Aquinas was in the seminary, 
he was given the nickname of The Dumb 
Ox. This was primarily because he was a 
large man and didn’t say much. 

At Aquinas Communications, we turned 
the tables a little and named this once-
small 4-page newsletter The Bellowing Ox 
to better reflect the true intellect that St. 
Thomas gifted to the Catholic Church. 
While we, in no way, portray our contents 
as truly divine, we certainly attempt 
to exemplify, and perhaps amplify, the 
official teachings of the Catholic Church.

Trust me when I say, that I have learned 
more about my Catholic faith since I 
joined this organization a little over three 
years ago than I did throughout my first 
50+ years ... and I am a cradle Catholic.

This has occurred for three very clear 
reasons. First, it is impossible to put this 
“magazine” together without the help of 
many other more-educated folks than 
me. In the next column you will see a list 
of the many, many beautiful, educated, 
and dedicated people who dedicate 
uncountable hours to FM 98.3 KCRD, The 
Bellowing Ox, and, of course, Aquinas 
Communications. Part of my education is 
through osmosis - just being around these 
faithful Catholics on an almost daily basis 
has challenged me to understand and 
learn my faith.

Secondly, if I am expected to publish 
this manuscript on a regular basis, I have 
responsibility to learn an know what I am 
reading , writing, editing, and publishing! 
While this has been ever-challenging, it is 
perhaps my most fulfilling role I have ever 
taken on.

Thirdly, and perhaps, the most 
impactful motivation for my Catholic 

Have you noticed 
that it is more 

difficult to remove a 
bad church musician 
than to replace an 

incumbent politician?

Humor me...
education  is because I have been “Kim’s 
husband” for over 35 years. You see, she 
became imbedded in the faith deeper than 
I have been for at least 10 years. I have just 
been trying to catch up. I still have a long 
way to go - which is really true for all of us.

If I have learned one main fact about 
our faith from listening to KCRD, reading 
more, and hanging out with my Aquinas 
Communications’ colleagues - it is that 
WE ALL have a lot to learn.

All of the following individuals donate 
numerous amounts of time, talent, and treasure:

Team Aquinas
 Robert & Lynn Bentz 
 Richard & Leone Bergeson
 Mike & Marina Gaffney
 Dave & Denise Hoag
 Keith & Becky Krapfl
 Bill & Colleen Pasnik 
 Dennis & Theresa Schmidt 
 Dick & Marilyn Vogt
 Tom & Mary Ann Oglesby

Jim Carroll   Dave Cushman 
Monica Daly  Tim Duggan 
Chris Ehlers  Mark Hoeger 
Heidi Kelly  Nick Kuennen 
Brad Markham Brad Miller 
John Muenster Katherine O’Brien
Chris Polley  Jon Thoms
David Rauen   Nathan Seutter 
Jim Seitz  Chuck Spielman
Ron Vaassen  Liz Weber
Emma Woelfel 

This list does not even include all of our 
contributing writers to The Bellowing Ox 
or the regular guests on The Chatter, nor, 
of course, our underwriters and sponsors.

I hope I have not missed anyone, but, if 
I did, they will be noted in the next issue.

- Greg Yoko, Publisher

I choked on a carrot 
this morning. 

I bet a donut would be 
safer next time.

mailto:markEMSI@aol.com
http://www.behrfuneralhome.com
http://www.Klauer.com
http://www.molocompanies.com
mailto:adoration@stmaryedbq.org
http://www.dbqlaw.com


St. Joseph the Worker 
Chaplaincy

P.O. Box 45344
Madison, WI 53711

608-618-0698
stjosephtheworkerchaplaincy.org

Our Lady of Good 
Success Productions

563-599-2159

www.OurLadyGSP.org

CHURCHMILITANT.COM

FAITHFUL CATHOLIC REPORTING 
Airs on FM 98.3 KCRD @ 9:00 pm

The Clarity Clinic
3365 Hillcrest Rd.

Dubuque, Iowa 52002
(563)556-5250

The Vogt Group
Employee Benefits

Larry@TheVogtGroup.com
(563) 239-2255 
1055 University 

Dubuque

1545 Associates Drive #103 
Dubuque: 563-557-7440

129 1st Ave. East
Dyersville: 563-875-2716

St. Roch Center
Symposium on the 
Loss of Innocent 

Child Life
www.StrochCenter.org

847-741-4376

Ja-Mar 
Pattern & Restoration 

1760 Radford Road 
Dubuque

563-588-2122
www.jamarpattern.com

Goose Hill Farm
Andrew and Marissa Waldo, 

Cascade, IA
goosehillfarms@pm.megoosehillfarms@pm.me

563-542-3796
pork, beef, 

lamb and chicken

Knights of Columbus
Council #15813
St. Columbkille

www.kc15813.org
JOIN US!

St. Augustine Parish
Latin Masses

Sunday: 8:00 AM
M-F: 6:30 AM 

135 S Hickory St.
Platteville, WI
608-383-5574

Donate your car or boat 
www.kcrd-fm.org 

 563-231-3545

Dickeyville 
Grotto & Shrines

305 W. Main St.
Dickeyville, WI
608-568-3119

www.dickeyvillegrotto.com

Support

Trans
substantiation

locations in Eastern Iowa
3435 Stoneman Rd

563-582-3696
tandemt02@gmail.com

Mon-Fri: 8:00 - 5:00

Home+FloorShow
1475 Associates Dr

Dubuque, Iowa

563.557.9952
www.homeandfloorshow.com

Tracey’s Homestead

Birthright of Dubuque
221 West 9th Street

563-556-1991
www.birthright.org/dubuque

Dubuque Supply Company
585 White Street

Dubuque
563-557-7777

www.DubuqueSupply.com

2345 John F. Kennedy Rd
Dubuque, IA 52002

563-556-0123

Graham’s Style Store
for Men & Women

890 Main Street
Dubuque  52001

563-582-3760
www.GrahamsDBQ.com

PREMIUM BEEF, PORK, POULTRY
www.oconnellorganicacres.com

Coalition For 
Canceled Priests

PO Box 208 
Flossmoor, IL 60422

Contact@CanceledPriests.org
www.canceledpriests.org

Jim Kircher
& Associates PC

815 Century Dr, Suite 5
Dubuque

563-556-3392
www.KircherCPA.com

ByzanTEAum
D.M. Grace Deane
Certified Tea Master 

and Herbalist
563.231.3323

333 Bluff Street, Dubuque

Deane’s Katholikon 
Liturgical Art Studio 
Magdalene Grace Deane
Byzantine iconography and 

master iconographer
www.katholikon.art

501 Bell Street, Ste 402
Dubuque, Iowa 52001

563.583.1724

Dubuque County
Right To Life

2205 Carter Rd, Dubuque
563-556-5960

DCRTL@DCRTL.org

Become a Sponsor of
The Bellowing Ox 
and Team Aquinas

Contact Ron Contact Ron 
563-231-3545 

Sales@KCRD-FM.org

Max Smith
Concrete Construction

1255 Washington St
Dubuque

563-590-0144

MARY’S INN
Maternity Home

563-552-6288
director@marysinnma-

ternityhome.org

Hoffmann Schneider & 
Kitchen

3860 Asbury Road
Dubuque

563-582-5222
www.HSKfhCares.com

Jack’s Chicken Jack’s Chicken 
PalacePalace

1107 University Ave1107 University Ave
563-588-2003563-588-2003

www.jackschickenpalace.comwww.jackschickenpalace.com

20595 
Asbury Rd.

Durango, IA 
52039

Cedar Rapids

KEEP your donation dollars 
local with 

Aquinas Communications!

PO Box 3306, Dubuque, Iowa 52004
563-231-3545

Big D’s Custom 
Metalwork & Signs

Dennis Schmidt
563-875-6040

Dyersville, Iowa
dtschmidt86@gmail.com

FREE DELIVERY!
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